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A. Introduction 


Co-operatives have existed in Canada since the mid 1800’s. The earliest began with the formation of a 
farmers’ mutual fire insurance company. During the late 1800’s co-operatives were involved in the 
processing of cream, grading of eggs and marketing of grain. Agricultural supply and marketing co-opera- 
tives formed the base from which subsequent Canadian co-operative activity developed. 


The credit union movement, now a major part of co-operative business, had its roots in Quebec, with the 
founding of “La caisse populaire de Lévis” by Alphonse Desjardins in 1900. 


Now the co-operatives are a distinct and unique sector of the Canadian economy. 


B. What is a Co-operative? 


Definition 

A co-operative is a form of business, incorporated for service rather than profit to meet economic, social 
or cultural needs, owned by member / users and controlled by them on the basis of one member - one vote 
through an elected board of directors charged with responsibility for management carried out by a hired 
staff. Members all share charges and risks. Savings, after allowance for general reserve, are generally 
distributed on the basis of use of services by members irrespective of the level of individual investment. 
Some consumer co-operatives, called direct-charge, are operated as non-profit organizations with sales 
mark-up at zero or a very low level and operating expenses generally being met through a weekly user fee. 


Most Canadian co-operatives generally subscribe to the six basic principles of co-operation as adopted, 
in 1966, by the International Co-operative Alliance. These principles are: 


1. Open and Voluntary Membership 


Membership in a co-operative should be voluntary and available without artificial restriction or any social, 
political or religious discrimination to all persons who can make use of its services and who are willing to 
accept the responsibilities of membership. 


2. Democratic Control 


Co-operatives are democratic organizations. Their affairs should be administered by persons elected or 
appointed in a manner agreed by the members and accountable to them. Members of primary co-opera- 
tives should enjoy equal rights of voting (one member - one vote) and participation in decisions affecting 
their organizations. In other than primary co-operatives, the administration should be conducted on a 
democratic basis in a suitable form. 


3. Limited Interest on Shares 


Share capital should receive only a strictly limited rate of iterest, if any. 


4. Return of Surplus to Members 


Surplus or savings, if any, arising out of the operations of a co-operative belong to members and should 
be distributed in such a manner as would avoid one member gaining at the expense of others. This may 
be done by decision of the members as follows: 


a) by provision for development of the business of the co-operative; 


b) by provision of common services; or 
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c) by distribution among the members in proportion to their transactions with the co-operative. 


5. Co-operative Education 


All co-operatives should make provision for education of their members, officers and employees, and of 
the general public in the principles and techniques of co-operatives, both economic and democratic. 


6. Co-operation Among Co-operatives 


All co-operatives, in order best to serve the interests of their members and their communities, should 
actively collaborate in every practical way with other co-operatives at local, national and international 
levels. 


It is important to note that not every co-operative subscribes to all six principles. For example, some 
co-operatives are designed specifically by religious or ethnic groups for their exclusive use. 


C. Overviews 


Revenues of Canada’s non-financial co-operative sector again rose moderately about 4.5 percent in 1989 
to $15.3 billion. It was the third straight year of moderate increases, however, it was the best since 1984. 
Higher returns in the grains and oilseeds area accounted for the marketing co-operatives having nearly 
half of the $660 million increase in revenues. The consumer and agricultural supply areas were up 5.5% 
generally across the board. The only area with a contrary trend was machinery which was down ten percent. 
The leader on a regional basis was by far the West. Overall assets rose eight percent, with the majority of 
the increase coming fom the service sector in property and equipment. 


In 1989, 4,096 non-financial co-operatives, reporting more than 3.2 million members, realized the above 
revenues with assets of over $7.8 billion, in contrast with 1988 when 4, 056 co-operatives, with 3.1 million 
members, conducted over $14.6 billion volume of business with assets of $7.2 billion. Of these, 900 
co-operatives have an agricultural base and represent over 510,000 producers and nearly $10.9 billion in 
volume of business for 71% of the total for the non-financial group. 


Credit unions and Caisses Populaires numbered 2,807 for 1989 and achieved membership of nearly 9.2 
million, or 35% of the population, assets of $67.1 billion, savings of $59.4 billion and loans of $51.4 billion. 


In 1989, 11 insurance co-operatives reported assets of over $9.3 billion and 9 million policy holders. 
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Summary of Co-operatives Reporting in Canada, 1989 
West Ontario Quebec Atlantic Canada 


Associations Reporting - number - 
Marketing 49 25 14 25 113 
Consumer 217 18 236 101 572 
Supply & Mixed 102 32 55 18 207 
Fishing 30 2 3 26 61 
Production 265 2 80 48 395 
Service 1146 400 1 024 178 2 748 
Credit Unions & Caisse Pop. 530 696 1 339 242 2 807 
Insurance & Other Financial Co-ops na na na na 13 
Total 2 339 1175 2751 638 6 916 
Membership Reported - number in thousands - 
Marketing 266.9 10.5 14.3 6.0 297.7 
Consumer 1235.2 25.6 334.8 151.0 1 746.6 
Supply & Mixed 284.2 86.7 53.0 6.3 430.2 
Fishing 3.4 0.1 0.3 6.0 9.8 
Production 11.2 0.4 4.7 3.9 20:2 
Service 503.7 47.1 172.6 ane) 734.4 
Credit Unions & Caisse Pop. 23643 18564 4418.0 515.25) 991153.9 
Insurance & Other Financial Co-ops na na na na 9 000.0 
Total 4668.9 2026.8 4997.7 699.4 21 392.7 
Volume of Business - million dollars - 
Marketing 6 411.6 323.5 1 582.4 405.2 8 722.7 
Consumer 1 947.8 92.8 444.5 485.8 2 970.9 
Supply & Mixed 777.5 669.9 704.2 27.4 2179.0 
Fishing 72:5 3.1 2.9 106.3 184.8 
Production 183.2 a 166.8 eee 373.3 
Service 503.7 144.4 173.4 29.0 850.5 
Total 9 896.3 1 234.8 3 074.2 1075.9 15 281.2 
Assets - million dollars - 
Marketing 2 183.2 95.0 O15:2 127.3 2.9207, 
Consumer TAS 21.8 113.6 1225 974.7 
Supply & Mixed 321.8 187.3 261.1 deo 781.8 
Fishing 45.6 0.3 3.1 41.8 90.8 
Production 120.1 0.5 reas 3.8 202.2 
Service 1 256.2 742.9 683.2 155.0 2 837.3 
Credit Unions & Caisse Pop. 20 301.0 10202.0 347580 1795.0 67056.0 
Insurance & Other Financial Co-ops na na na na 31 059.0 
Total 24 943.7 11249.8 36412.0 2258.0 105 922.5 


Source: Canadian Co-operative Credit Society 1989 Annual Report and 
the Co-operatives Secretariat 
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D. Principal Characteristics 


One of the major characteristics of the Canadian co-operative system is the degree of inter-relationships 
that exist, i.e.: 
* four major regionals provide wholesale supplies to both consumer and agricultural co-opera- 
tives; 
* major marketing co-operatives have developed joint promotional and export programs; 


* the credit union system, through its provincial centrals and the major regional co-operatives, 
have formed a national financial co-operative - The Canadian Co-operative Credit Society ; 
the objective is to ensure that the liquidity of the system stays within the co-op sector; 


* the “ Confédération des caisses populaires et d’économie Desjardins du Québec ” with the 
Caisse Centrale Desjardins play a similar role within the francophone group of co-operatives; 


* the legislative lobbying, overseas development, and government relations of the whole co- 
operative sector are coordinated by the Canadian Co-operative Association and, except for 
the overseas development, the Conseil canadien de la coopération. 
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A. Introduction 


Co-operative participation in agricultural trade plays a major role in the Canadian economy. In 1989, 
approximately 40% of total farm cash receipts were handled by co-operatives, most significantly in the 
areas of grains and oilseeds, dairy, poultry and eggs, livestock and fruit and vegetables. On the input side 
they supply 36% of fertilizers and chemical sales, 26% of feed sales and 12% of machinery sales. 


Co-operatives are not just small scale operations or small businesses. Eighteen agri-food co-operatives 


are listed in the Financial Post 500 for 1989. In the agricultural sector seven of the 10 largest Canadian 
agri-food enterprises are co-operatives with combined revenues of over $8.2 billion. 


Top 10 Agricultural Enterprises in Canada for 1989: 


PO ee a EP SOO Rank Sales or Operating 
Company 1989 Revenue $’000 
Canadian Wheat Board 25 4 278 972 
Saskatchewan Wheat Pool* 73 1592 151 
Federated Co-operatives Limited 78 1 486 935 
Cargill 80 1 463 392 
Coopérative Fédérée de Québec 86 1 381 640 
Alberta Wheat Pool* 94 1 293 253 
Sumitomo Canada Limited 102 1 160 432 
United Grain Growers* 107 1 037 676 
Agropur 135 782 774 
XCAN Grain? 154 670 236 


* Sales include grain purchased for the account and delivered to the Canadian Wheat Board 
Wholly owned by co-operatives. 

Co-operatives Shown in bold. 

Source: Financial Post 500 / Summer 1990 
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B. Marketing Co-operatives 
a 


In 1989, co-operatives held a significant share of commodity marketings as shown in the following table. 


Marketing Co-operatives And Their Market Share - 1989 


; Volume of Business _ Estimated Market Share 

Products. million dollars 5 —(% 
Grains and Oilseeds 3 545.1 68 
Dairy Products 2 607.3 56 
Poultry and Eggs 372.9 28 
Livestock 554.5 18 
Fruit and Vegetables 246.4 ike 
Honey and Maple Products 32.0 26 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Marketing co-operatives can be found in all provinces. Most of them are modern organizations with much 
expertise in processing and marketing agricultural products which enables them to compete with the 
largest private enterprises. 


Their economic impact is significant. They pay out $578.0 million in salaries and wages to nearly 21,000 
full time employees. Altogether they realize a volume of business of $8.7 billion, which accounts for 57.1% 
of the total volume of business of all non-financial co-operatives in Canada, and have assets of $2.9 billion 
of which $1.2 billion (or 41.4%) is owned by members. 


i) Grains, Oilseeds and Specialty Crops 


The three wheat pools and United Grain Growers, with sales of nearly $4.8 billion, handle almost 80% of 
the grain and oilseeds grown in the four western provinces. United Co-operatives of Ontario (U.C.O.) 
and its affiliates play a similar but less significant role in Ontario with grain and oilseed sales of 
$38.2 million. In Quebec, la Coopérative Fédérée de Québec (C.F.Q.) and its co-op members had grain 
marketing sales of over $21.9 million. 
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Summary of Agricultural Processing and Marketing Co-operatives 
Reporting in Canada, 1989 


| West. —s_ Ontario. Quebec* Atlantic Canada 
Number of Co-operatives 49 25 14 25 113 
Active Membership 164 846 6 047 14 344 3 677 188 914 
Full-time Employees 12 699 704 5 206 1 825 20 434 
Part-time Employees 1 864 279 362 289 2 794 
Salaries & Wages (Million $) 370.5 18.8 139.4 49.3 578.0 
Volume of Business (Million $) 6 411.6 323.5 1 582.4 405.2 8 722.7 
Assets (Million $) 2 183.2 95.0 515.2 127.3 2 920.6 
Member Equity (Million $) 936.7 41.9 199.4 46.4 1 224.4 


* This breakdown does not include Coopérative Fédérée de Québec activities in slaughter and 
meat packing 
Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Summary of Grains and Oilseeds Co-operatives Reporting in Canada, 1989 
(including Non-grain & Non-oilseed Related Activities) 


Number of Co-operatives 12 
Active Membership 151 246 
Full-time Employees 6 719 
Part-time Employees 359 
Salaries and Wages (Million $) 210.5 
Volume of Business (Million $) 4 862.5 
Assets (Million $) 1 697.0 
Members Equity (Million $) RRS 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Grains and Oilseeds Sold by all Co-operatives Reporting in Canada, 1989 


West Ontario Quebec Atlantic Canada 

- million dollars - 
Grains 2 752.0 83.9 21.9 0.4 2 858.2 
Oilseeds 759.0 53.2 n.a. 0.0 812.2 
Total 3 511.0 137.1 21.9 0.4 3 670.4 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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All the grain co-ops play a leading role in export sales of members’ commodities and the three western 
pools have developed a joint subsidiary, XCAN Grain, to coordinate export activities not covered by the 
Canadian Wheat Board. 


Major Grain, Oilseeds and Specialty Crop een Co- obs ae 


Name (Year of incorporation Address ~ Se ns Officers _ A ee 
Alberta Wheat Pool (1929) Calgary, Alberta Ra Schmitt, Bresilent 
(403) 290-4910 D.S. Heasmon, C.E.O. 
Manitoba Pool Elevators (1925) Winnipeg, Manitoba Charlie Swanson, President 
(204) 947-1171 Greg Arason, C.E.O. 
Saskatchewan Wheat Pool (1924) Regina, Saskatchewan Garf Stevenson, President 
(306) 569-4411 J. M. Fair, C.E.O. 
United Grain Growers Ltd.(1906) Winnipeg, Manitoba Ted Allen, President & Chairman 
(204) 944-5656 Brian Hayward, C.E.O. 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Il) Dairy Products 


Dairy processing is the agricultural sector in which co-operatives are strongly present throughout the 
world. In 1989, co-operatives marketed 56 percent of the milk produced by Canadian farmers. 


Summary of Dairy Co-operatives Reporting in Canada, 1989 


Number of Co-operatives 26 
Active Membership 23 119 
Full-time Employees 9 926 
Part-time Employees 676 
Salaries and Wages (Million $) 258.8 
Volume of Business (Million $) 2 879.8 
Assets (Million $) 915.3 
Members Equity (Million $) 408.7 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


a a 
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malt Ai Products Sold a all ele Pathe Reporting in Canada 1989 


ne Soe oe = million dollars - 
West 851.3 


Ontario 158.1 
Quebec 1 397.4 
Atlantic 231.4 
Canada 2 638.2 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


During 1989, Manitoba Dairy Co-op Ltd. experienced financial troubles and was purchased by Dairy 
Producers Co-op of Saskatchewan. In 1990, the Northern Alberta Dairy Pool purchased the portion of 
Palm Dairies Ltd. in their area of activity. Co-operatives, in all provinces except Ontario, command a 
leading position in milk processing and marketing. Dairy co-operatives in Ontario, led by Gay Lea Foods 
Co-operative Ltd., have succeeded in reaching at least 20% of the total provincial marketings. Nutrinor 
and Chaine coopérative du Saguenay merged in 1989 leaving Quebec with six major dairy co-ops. These 
six dairy co-operatives, led by Agropur, now control more than 80% of the industrial milk market, about 
50% of the fluid milk market and they represent around 50% of the volume of business of all the Canadian 
dairy co-ops. In February 1990, five co-operatives decided to pool their milk processing and marketing 
operations to combat incursions by food multinationals. They believe that working together is the only way 
to preserve their strength in the market. They will modernize processing plants to cut costs and keep up 
with the growing demand for specialty cheeses, cheddar, ice cream desserts and yogurt drinks. Butter 
output is to be slashed because of a large surplus, as more people switch to margarine and low fat dairy 
products. 


Purdel and Agropur have also decided to combine their fluid milk activities under a new corporation, 
called NATREL, to be owned jointly by the two co-ops and an independent third party. 


Co-operatives are in the processing of almost all dairy products; final milk, butter, milk powder, virtually 
every type of cheese, yogurt, UHT milk, condensed milk, ice cream, and milk based juice. 


Dairy co-operatives in western Canada account for over $850 million in processing and marketing 
revenues, and those in the Maritimes for over $230 million. 
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Major Dairy Co-operatives 


Name/Year of Incorporation 


Address 


~ Officers 


Agropur, coopérative 
agro-alimentaire (1938) 


Fraser Valley Milk Producers 
Co-op Association (1913) 


Purdel, coopérative 
agro-alimentaire (1928) 


Central Alberta Dairy Pool (1924) 


Agrinove, co-op agro-alimentaire 
(1941) 


Gay Lea Foods Co-operative Ltd. 
(1958) 


Dairy Producers 


Co-operative Ltd. (1972)! 


Northern Alberta Dairy Pool Ltd. 
(1928) 


Scotsburn Co-op Ltd., The (1946) 
Farmers’ Co-op Dairy Ltd. (1964) 


Coopé€rative agricole 
de la Céte Sud (1942) 


Nutrinor, coopérative 
agro-alimentaire dy, Saguenay - 
Lac St-Jean (1981) 


Agrodor, coopérative 
agro-alimentaire des Vallées 
Outaouais-Laurentides (1939) 


Granby, Québec 
(514) 375-1991 


Vancouver, British Columbia 


(604) 420-6611 


Bic, Québec 
(418) 736-4363 


Red Deer, Alberta 
(403) 346-2074 


Ste-Claire, Québec 
(418) 883-3301 


Weston, Ontario 
(416) 741-0261 
Regina, Saskatchewan 


(306) 924-1300 


Edmonton, Alberta 
(403) 451-3890 


Scotsburn, Nova Scotia 
(902) 485-8023 


Halifax, Nova Scotia 
(902) 835-3373 


La Pocatiére, Quebec 
(418) 856-3807 


Chambord, Québec 
(418) 343-2470 


Thurso, Québec 
(819) 985-2242 


Raymond St-Cyr, President 
Claude Ménard, C.E.O. 


James Waardenburg, President 
David E.Coe, C.E.O. 


Napoléon Théberge, President 
Norman Ruest, C.E.O. 


Clarence Amulung, Chairman 
Alvin Johnstone, C.E.O. 


Renelle Valade, President 
Jean-Louis Lavoie, C.E.O. 


Fred Meier, Chairman 
P. A. McLinden, President & 
General Manager 


E. Haupstein, President 
(Vacant), C.E.O. 


John Killoran, President 
D.A.Smith, C.E.O. 


Don Porter, President 
Jim MacConnell, C.E.O. 


Doug Bailey, President & C.E.O. 
Yvan Dionne, President 

Gaston Daré, C.E.O. 

Gaston Lajoie, President 
Bernard Bergeron, C.E.O. 


Yvon Dinel, President 
Damien Raby, C.E.O. 


: Dairy Producers Co-operative Ltd. purchased Manitoba Dairy Co-op Ltd, during 1989 
Nutrinor and Chaine coopérative du Saguenay merged in 1989 and retained the name Nutrinor 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


iii) Livestock 

Co-operatives in the five provinces west of Quebec provide only selling services for replacement and 
finished cattle. B.C.Livestock Producers Co-op, Community Auction Sales of Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba Wheat Pools, handle consignments of replacement cattle for producers. United Co-operatives 
of Ontario, acting as a commission agent at the Ontario Public Stockyards, markets 40% of all finished 
cattle going through the Stockyards. They also provide a significant number of replacement cattle at three 
country assembly yards, and have been involved in exporting. 
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Summary of Livestock Co-operatives Reporting in Canada, 1989 


Number of Co-operatives 18 
Active Membership 5 272 
Full-time Employees 44 
Part-time Employees 175 
Salaries and Wages (Million $) 1.4 
Volume of Business (Million $) 130.9 
Assets (Million $) 8.5 
Members Equity (Million $) 2.3 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Livestock Sold by all Co-operatives® Reporting in Canada, 1989 


West Ontario ~— Quebec Atlantic = —- Canada 

Livestock: - million dollars - 
Cattle & sheep 592.8 10.7 0.0 5.6 609.1 
Hogs Zon 14.2 14.2 47.7 104.2 
Total 620.9 24.9 14.2 53.3 713.3 


* Does not include wholesale co-operatives 
Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Coopérative Fédérée de Québec and a few of its member co-operatives process a high proportion of cattle 
and especially hogs raised in that province through their ownership of Legrade Inc.and Turcotte et Turmel 
Inc.and the operation of three slaughtering plants (Vallée Jonction, Princeville and St-Charles in Bel- 
lechasse county). The meat packing division of Coopérative Fédérée de Québec reported sales of $308 
million with total production of 335 million pounds (152 million kilograms). Co-operatives in Quebec 
handle about 25% of all the meat processed in the province. 
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Major Livestock Co-operatives 


Name/Year of Incorporation : Address ce : Officrs = 


B.C.L.S.Producers Co-op Kamloops, British Columbia John Morrison, President 


Association (1943) (604) 573-3939 Don Petrar, General Manager 
Quality Swine Co-op of Ontario Shedden, Ontario Adrian Van Dyk, President 
(1974) (519) 764-2300 Jim Hunter, General Manager 
Community Auction Sales Pincher Creek, Alberta Edwin Hochstein, President 
Association Ltd.(1952) (403) 627-3466 Bob Lawson, C.E.O. 

Grey Bruce Livestock Co-op Walkerton, Ontario Wilf Astcroft, President 
(Wiarton) (1975) (519) 881-3301 M. R. Bolton, Secretary 

West Kings Livestock Berwick, Nova Scotia K. Rafuse, President 

Co-op Ltd. (1966) (902) 538-3741 Sylvia Palmer, Manager 
Interlake Cattlemen’s Co-op Oakview, Manitoba Keith Halderson, President 
Association Ltd.(1959) (204) 768-2360 Dorothy Halderson, Secretary 
SAS SSI ES re aw eee SANS it Rear EL Ue Ie EST at EN PS 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


iv) Poultry and Eggs 


Lilydale in Alberta and British Columbia and Granny’s in Manitoba, handle a large share of the poultry 
processing on a co-operative basis in Western Canada. 


Summary of Poultry and Egg Co-operatives Reporting in Canada, 1989 


Number of Co-operatives 6 
Active Membership 1 420 
Full-time Employees 2 325 
Part-time Employees 128 
Salaries and Wages (Million $) 60.7 
Volume of Business (Million $) 388.7 
Assets (Million $) 103.5 
Members Equity (Million $) 47.7 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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It is estimated that Coopérative Fédérée de Québec processed over one-third of all broilers produced in 
Quebec and when Coopérative de Dorchester, and Société coopérative avicole de St-Damase are added 
in, nearly 60% of production was processed by co-operatives. 


In turkeys, co-operatives process around 75% of the production in Quebec. 


A.C.A. plays a leading role in poultry processing in Nova Scotia handling about 50% of chicken and 40% 
of the eggs. 


Poultry Products and Eggs Sold by all Co-operatives 
Reporting in Canada, 1989 


West Ontario ~=—= = Quebec_—s Atlantic ~==—Canada 


- million dollars - 


Poultry 200.0 = 114.4 ais 345.7 
Eggs 11.8 0.9 0.9 13.6 27.2 
Total 211.8 0.9 115.3 44.9 372.9 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Major Poultry and Egg Co-operatives 


Name/Year of Incorporation Address — - Officers 


Lilydale Co-op Ltd.(1976) Edmonton, Alberta T. Donkersgoed, Chairman 


(403) 476-6261 H. Van Zeggelaar, Gen. Manager 

Granny’s Poultry Co-op Winnipeg, Manitoba Randall Schroeder, President 
(Man.) Ltd.(1979) (204) 488-2230 & Chairman 

Fred Miller, General Manager 
Coopérative de Dorchester St-Anselme, Québec Jean-Roch Ferland, President 
(1949) (418) 882-2386 Marcel Boutin, C.E.O. 
ACA Cooperative Association New Minas, Nova Scotia Bill Kenny Jr., Chairman of the 
Ltd. (1943) (902) 681-6161 Board 


(Vacant), President & C.E.O. 


Provincial Poultry Co-op Soc. Portugal Cove, Newfoundland Robert Murphy, President 
Ltd. (1976) (709) 895-6581 Ray Noftall, C.E.O. 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


! Bastien, R., O. Hamelin et G. Roy, Les coopératives au Québec 
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v) Fruit and Vegetables 


Co-operatives associated with B. C. Tree Fruit Marketing Board, account for the largest co-operative 
marketing effort in this sector in Canada. Norfolk Fruit-Growers in Ontario and Scotian Gold, in Nova 
Scotia, also have an important market share in their regions. To a lesser degree, co-ops are involved in 
fruit and vegetable processing and marketing in most provinces. 


Summary of Fruit and Vegetable Co-operatives Reporting in Canada, 1989 
STINE Ae Pasi REET eas, Ne rer enim Car el ee tated 


Number of Co-operatives 36 
Active Membership 2 672 
Full-time Employees 786 
Part-time Employees 1219 
Salaries and Wages (Million $) 29.0 
Volume of Business (Million $) 277.3 
Assets (Million $) 111.2 
Members Equity (Million $) 173 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Fruit and Vegetable Marketings by all Co-operatives 
Reporting in Canada, 1989 


“Ontario Quebec_—_—sAtlantic:=—=«=SsCanada 


West ee 


- million dollars - 


Fruit 109.1 16.1 1.9 4.5 131.6 
Vegetables 99.3 14.9 W3 Tt 133.2 
Total 208.4 31.0 19.2 6.2 264.8 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Norfolk Fruit Growers Co-op in Ontario is larger than Scotian Gold in Nova Scotia but has a lower market 
share. All provide fresh product storage facilities, as well some are involved in the processing of fruit. East 
Chilliwack in British Columbia is no longer involved in soft fruit processing but co-operatives play an 
important role in blueberry and cranberry marketing in all provinces where they are grown. 


In vegetables, the co-ops in British Columbia have the largest regional market share, while in Alberta and 
to a lesser extent in Manitoba, co-operatives account for some $9.7 million in marketings. In Ontario there 
are several vegetable co-operatives of which the largest is Eastern Ontario Vegetable Growers Co-op Inc. 
which freezes product. 
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In Quebec, co-operatives have almost 20% of the fruit and vegetable market.' Fruit and vegetable co-ops 
are involved in processing and marketing potatoes, cigar tobacco, strawberries, blueberries, tomatoes, 


carrots, onions, apples, etc. 


In the Atlantic region, several co-operatives market, and in certain instances process, a wide selection of 


fruit and vegetables. 


Major Fruit and Vegetable Co-operatives 


Name/Year of Incorporation | Address _ 


B.C. Fruit Packers Co-op (1984) 


Okanagan North Growers Co-op Vernon, British Columbia 
(604) 766-2527 


Oliver, British Columbia 
(604) 498-3491 


Richmond, British Columbia 
(604) 278-6234 


(1913) 


Okanagan Similkameen Co-op 
Growers Assn.(1981) 


B.C.Coast Vegetable Co-op 
Assn.(1945) 


Fraser Valley Mushroom Growers Langley, British Columbia 
(604) 888-2811 


Co-operative Assoc. (1955) 
Scotian Gold Co-op Ltd. (1937) 
Norfolk Fruit Growers 


Association (1906) 


Eastern Ontario Vegetable 
Growers Co-op Inc. (1976) 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


. Bastien, R., O. Hamelin et G. Roy, op. cit. 
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Kelowna, British Columbia 
(604) 763-7003 


Kentville, Nova Scotia 
(902) 679-2191 


Simcoe, Ontario 
(519) 426-0640 


Trenton, Ontario 
(613) 394-2113 


Officers. - 
R.R.King, General Manager 
& President 


Gordon Marshall, President 
B. J. Fifer, General Manager 


Garth Kunz, President 
Jim Kemes, General Manager 


George Wright, President 
Patrick Killean, General Manager 


Huu Quach, Chairman & President 
Ken Halverson, C.E.O. 
& Executive Vice President 


Allister Marshall, Chairman 
David Cudmore, General Manager 


Harold Schooley, President 
Tom O'Neill, General Manager 


Robert G. Pettey, President 
R. Borthwick, C.E.O. 
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vi) Honey and Maple Syrup 


There are two big honey co-ops in Western Canada; Alberta Honey Producers Co-operative Ltd. and 
Manitoba Co-operative Honey Producers Ltd. which together process and market about $14.7 million in 
honey and related products for their 406 members through Beemaid Honey Ltd, in 1989. 


In Quebec, maple syrup co-operatives are very active. In 1989, their 2 810 members sold $17.3 million of 
maple syrup and related products primarily through Les Producteurs de Sucre d’Erable du Québec in 
Plessisville which handles 35% of the world production. 


Honey and Maple Products Sold by all Co-operatives 
Reporting in Canada, 1989 


_-smilliondollars- 


West 14.7 
Ontario a 
Quebec sree: 
Atlantic = 
Canada 32.0 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Major Honey and mT prooucls Co- Ropers 


Name/Year of Incorporation Address ee ~ Officers : 
Alberta Honey Producers Edmonton, Alberta Eric Abell, Chairman 
Co-operative Ltd.(1940) (403) 483-5020 Roy Sterling, General Manager 
Manitoba Co-op Honey Winnipeg, Manitoba Ron Bacon, President 
Producers Ltd.(1938) (204) 783-2240 Ida MacLeod, General Manager 
Beemaid Honey Limited Winnipeg, Manitoba Paul Belisle, President, & 

(204) 783-2240 General Manager 
Les Producteurs de sucre Plessisville, Québec A.P.Laroche, President 
d’érable du Québec (1969) (819) 362-3241 Gaston Rioux, C.E.O. 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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C. Supply Co-operatives 


Farm supplies include animal feed, fertilizers and chemicals, seeds, machinery and other inputs needed 
by the farmers on their farms, and, to some extent, part of the petroleum and building materials sales; the 
portion of petroleum used on farms is estimated at 50%. 


Samet of Farm Duley s mo nee sauce Reporting in Canada, 1989 


ae West Ontario” Quebec — “Atlantic Canada 
Number of Co-ops 102 32 55 18 207 
Active Membership 172 324 74 607 92052 5 124 305 007 
Full-time Employees 1441 1 297 1971 89 4 798 
Part-time Employees 418 142 262 60 882 
Salaries and Wages (Million $) 43.8 17.5 46.6 1.8 109.7 
Volume of Business (Million $) 777.5 669.9 704.2 27.4 2 179.0 
Assets (Million $) 321.8 187.3 261.1 11.6 781.8 
Members Equity (Million $) 164.2 47.8 102.4 Out 318.1 


*Agri-supplies, feed mill, petroleum, other 
Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Farm BURRIS Sold by all Co-operatives Reporting in Canada, 1989 


West Ontario © Quebec Atlantic Canada 


- million dollars - 


Animal Feed 172.8 133.0 300.8 37.5 644.1 
Fertilizers & Chemicals 523.8 129.0 47.5 4.8 70521 
Seeds 68.1 17.6 7.4 20 95.6 
Other Farm Supplies eled 61.0 108.3 9.1 391.1 
Machinery 109.8 20 58.3 2.9 174.5 

Total 1 087.2 344.1 522.3 56.8 2 010.4 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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Petroleum and Building Materials Sold by all Co-operatives 
Reporting in Canada, 1989 


West Ontario. +=» Quebec_~_ Atlantic + =—- Canada 


- million dollars - 


Petroleum 712.9 189.4 137.6 51.8 1 091.7 
Building Materials 170.6 36.3 1ie2 8.2 226.3 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Coopé€rative fédéree de Québec (C.F.Q.) member co-ops sell nearly half the $644 million of animal feed 
supplied by co-operatives in Canada. Western co-ops supply over 27%, Ontario 21% and co-ops in the 
Maritimes have sales of about $38 million. The role of co-operatives in this manufacturing industry is very 
important. For example in Quebec in 1984 agricultural co-ops serviced 1/3 of the market with a breakdown 
of 55% of dairy feed, 30-35% for hog feed and 30% for poultry feed. 


In sales of fertilizer and chemicals, Western co-operatives, while having the highest dollar volume of over 
$523 million, have less than a 15% market share which is diminishing due to heavy competition. U.C.O. 
in Ontario commands close to 1/3 of the market in that province. C.F.Q. and the local co-ops in Quebec, 
with 25 manufacturing centres, control 25% of the market. 


C.F.Q. is the most important independent petroleum distributor in Quebec controlling 75% of the 
petroleum used on Quebec farms. Federated has operated a petroleum refinery in Saskatchewan since 
1934, and in 1989 started up its new heavy oil up-grader, with financial assistance from the federal and 
provincial governments. A group of credit union and “caisse populaire” centrals and most major central 
co-operatives participated in Co-enerco, which is a joint venture with the federal government, in petroleum 
exploration and development of alternative sources of energy. 


With over 7% of the $96 million in co-op sales of seeds, the Quebec group commands 50% of their market. 
Machinery sales amounted to $175 million with a concentration in Western Canada and Quebec. In 


Quebec that means a degree of market penetration of 23% for tractors, 15% for combine harvesters, 25% 
for dairy equipment and 40% for mowing machines. 


SS aa ee eer tio reeea re 
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Major Agricultural UDB Boa belae vee 


Name/Year of Incorporation Address =—_ Officers. 
United Co-operatives of Ontario Mississauga, Ontario Claude Gauthier, President 
(1914) (416) 890-8500 Bob Bethune, C.E.O. 
United Farmers of Alberta Calgary, Alberta Howard B.Haney, President 
Co-op Association Ltd.(1918) (403) 258-4500 Jim Shindler, C.E.O. 
Coopérative Fédérée de Québec Montreal, Québec A-Roger Pelletier, President 
(1922) (514) 384-6450 Jean-Marc Bergeron, C.E.O. 
COMAX, Coopérative Agricole Ste-Rosalie, Québec Réal Laflamme, President 
Régionale de Ste-Rosalie (1979) (514) 799-3211 Martial Danserau, C.E.O. 
East Chilliwack Agricultural Co-op Chilliwack, British Columbia Allan Toop, President 
(1963) (604) 792-4211 Kevin Conway, Gen. Manager 
Norfolk Co-op Company Ltd. Simcoe, Ontario Tom Montague, Chairman 
(1921) (519) 426-2740 Robert Winch, Gen. Manager 
Société Coopérative Agricole des Victoriaville, Québec Roger Béliveau, President 
Bois-Francs (1974) (819) 758-0671 Claude Giguere, C.E.O. 
Unicoop-Coopérative Agricole Ste-Hénédine, Québec Ghislain Cloutier, President 
(1979) (418) 935-3651 Jacques Brulotte, C.E.O. 
Otter Home & Farm Co-op (1922) Aldergrove, British Columbia Tom Wildeboer, President 
(604) 530-9588 Allan Dickson, C.E.O. 
Société Coopérative Agricole Neubois, Québec Marcel Bélanger, President 
La Seigneurie (1941) (418) 475-6645 Jean-Yves Corriveau, C.E.O. 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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D. Central Organizations 


Canadian Co-operative Implements Ltd.(CI), which has its head office in Winnipeg, was set up in 1940 to 
manufacture and distribute farm machinery. It serves 24,500 members throughout the prairie provinces 
and north eastern B.C. Sales for the year ending October 31, 1989, amounted to $60.3 million. It suffered 
from the overall downturn in the farm machinery market throughout the eighties and received financial 
assistance from federal and provincial governments, as well as from the co-op sector. It currently has a 
manufacturing agreement with Vicon Inc.and distributes the machinery and a line of tractors through its 
depot system. This will be the last year for the inclusion of Co-op Implements, which finally yielded to the 
continued pressure from a deeply depressed western farm machinery market and was placed in receiver- 
ship in early 1991. A number of the branches are being sold and some may reappear in the statistics as 
independent co-ops. 


Canadian Co-operative Wool Growers Ltd.is a national organization. It has for many years handled almost 
70 percent of the wool passing through government-registered grading stations. 


Western Co-operative Fertilizers Ltd.(WCFL), organized on a partnership basis by Federated Co-ops 
and the three prairie wheat pools to supply the fertilizer needs of the co-operatives in Western Canada, 
was incorporated in 1964. Its first plant, built near Calgary, Alberta, opened with a capacity of 225,000 
tonnes and was later expanded to 500,000 tonnes. In 1974, WCFL joined with United Co-operatives of 
Ontario, La Coopé€rative Fédérée de Québec and CF Industries, a major North American co-operative 
fertilizer manufacturer, to form Canadian Fertilizers Ltd. CFL constructed a large fertilizer complex at 
Medicine Hat, Alberta. Federated Co-operatives Ltd. recently withdrew its membership in WCFL, which 
in 1987 closed its Calgary facility. 


United Co-operatives of Ontario (UCO) is both a wholesaler and through its branches, a retailer. It is the 
largest marketer of cattle at the Toronto stockyards. It sells grain for some members, while supplying 
others with feed. UCO services its 49,000 direct members and the 45,000 members of its affiliated co-ops 
with a broad line of farm supplies and consumer goods. UCO has sold its interest in Intrade Inc., a 
co-operative holding company owned by U.S. and European co-ops. In 1980 after receiving federal 
financial assistance for its construction UCO opened a new deep-water grain terminal at Windsor, 
Ontario, designed to load and unload ocean-going vessels. This is now owned by Archer Daniel Midland. 
UCO received further Federal assistance of $7.5 million over 3 years as a recoverable contribution as part 
of a total financial restructuring of UCO which was implemented in March 1985. 


La Coopérative Fédérée de Québec is both a marketer of farm products and a wholesaler of farm supplies 
for the 29,570 farmer-members of its 103 local and regional co-operatives across the province of Quebec. 
It has headquarters in Montreal and employs 3,758 people across the province, where it is the largest 
poultry processor under the trade-mark “Flamingo”. It is a large marketer of dairy products, the most 
important agricultural sector in Quebec. It also provides technical advice and management consultant 
services for the local co-operatives. Co-op Fédérée controls about 20 percent of the province’s meat-pack- 
ing facilities. On the farm supply side, it provides its members with just about every possible line of product 
including farm machinery in its effort to justify its slogan “Everything under one roof”. 


Co-op Atlantic celebrated its sixty-fifth anniversary in 1991. From a humble start, this co-op has grown 
into a prominent institution in the economy of the Atlantic provinces, serving 70,000 members. Co-op 
Atlantic is most heavily involved in consumer and farm supplies but it got its start as a livestock marketer, 
serving for a time as the selling agency for both the New Brunswick and Nova Scotia hog marketing boards. 
Consumer goods, farm supplies and management services are provided by close to 1,000 employees for 
its 176 member co-operatives. Co-op Atlantic took steps to ease housing costs by establishing a subsidiary, 
Atlantic Peoples Housing Ltd., which has several projects in New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island; 
and through a non-profit company, People Park Towers Inc., financed by Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, but under the management of Co-op Atlantic. 
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A. Retail Co-operatives 


At the local level, consumer retail co-operatives vary in size and sophistication from small buying clubs in 
which a few families pool grocery orders and buy from wholesale outlets, to large organizations. In 1989, 
the sales of this group amounted to over $2.1 billion in food products, dry goods and home hardware and 
other consumer goods. 


Food Products and Other Consumer Goods Sold by all Co-operatives 


- million dollars - 


Food products 964.1 41.1 363.5 362.0 1730.7 
Dry Goods & Home Hardware 182.0 8.5 12.5 38.8 241.8 
Other Consumer 106.7 11.5 50.1 1.8 170.1 

Total 1 252.8 61.1 426.1 402.6 2 142.6 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


In the West, during 1989, the 360 member Co-operatives of Federated Co-operatives Limited had total 
sales of over $2.2 billion, which gave them the largest market share of any region in Canada. One city, 
Calgary, has the largest consumer co-operative in North America with nearly 40% of the local retail 
market. Sales include food, hardware, home furnishings, Home and Agro, Petroleum products and 
building materials. 


Consumer Co-operatives Reporting in Canada, 1989 


Oe eee West = Ontario. += Quebec__— Atlantic. ~— Canada 
Number of Co-ops 217 18 236 101 Bie 
Active Membership(thousands) 1072.5 22.0 334.8 135.1 1 564.4 
Full-time Employees 5 294 324 1 492 1 259 8 369 
Part-time Employees 6 130 156 284 1 305 7 875 
Salaries & Wages (million $) 194.4 6.4 45.2 38.2 284.2 
Volume of Business (million $) 1 947.8 92.8 444.5 485.8 2 970.9 
Assets (million $) 715.8 21.8 113.6 123.5 974.7 
Member Equity (million $) 414.7 11.3 53.0 56.5 535.5 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Resource File, 1991 Page 27 


Consumer co-ops in Ontario and Quebec provide services in some centres but generally have little impact 
in the major urban markets. 


The 176 Co-op Atlantic member co-ops throughout the Atlantic region, with total sales amounting to over 
$480 million, have, after the Western Provinces, the highest regional market share. 


Within the consumer sector, more and more co-operatives are operating under the direct charge system 
of management and since the beginning of the 1970’s we see natural food co-ops growing in many regions. 


Major Consumer Co-operatives 


Name/Year of Incorporation 


Address 


Officers 


Calgary Co-op Assn. Ltd. (1955) 


Saskatoon Co-op Assn. Ltd. 
(1936) 


Pioneer Co-op Assn.Ltd. (1936) 
Sherwood Co-op 
Association Ltd. (1931) 


Prince Albert Co-op 
Association Ltd. (1940) 


Mid-lsland Consumer 
Services Co-op (1959) 


Lloydminster & District 
Co-op Ltd. (1914) 


Drumheller Co-op Ltd. (1962) 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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Calgary, Alberta 
(403) 299-4000 


Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
(306) 933-3801 


Swift Current, Saskatchewan 
(306) 778-8800 


Regina, Saskatchewan 
(306) 791-9300 


Prince Albert, Saskatchewan 
(306) 764-9393 


Nanaimo, British Columbia 
(604) 758-1169 


Lloydminster, Saskatchewan 
(306) 825-2271 


Drumheller, Alberta 
(403) 823-5555 


Bruno Friesen, Chairman 
Gerald B.Kiehl, C.E.O. 


Don Sylvester, President 
Larry Rupert, Gen. Manager 


Dwayne Klaussen, President 
Stuart Dyrland, Gen. Manager 


Murray Langgard, President 
William Evitts, Gen. Manager 


Albert (Bert) Folmer, President 
Wayne A.Pearson, C.E.O. 


Mike Grant, President 
Jack Nixon, General Manager 


Norbert Koch, President 
Harry Brudler, C.E.O. 


Gordon Moulton, President 
Karen Harilstad, C.E.O. 


Canadian Co-operatives 


B. Wholesale Co-operatives 


Two wholesale co-operatives in Canada serve mainly consumer co-operatives in the regions where they 
have the greatest market penetration: Federated Co-operatives, in the western provinces, and Co-op 
Atlantic, in the Atlantic Region. 


Interprovincial Co-operatives Ltd. (IPCO) is a third tier organization which: 


i) owns “Co-op” trade mark and other trade marks used exclusively by the co-operative system; 


il) acts as a broker for regional co-operatives in acquisitions on the national and international markets; 
e.g. twine, agricultural chemicals, canned fruit and vegetables under Co-op label; and 


ili) manufactures chemical products for agricultural production. 


Major Wholesale Co-operatives 


Name/Year ofIncorporation | Address “Officers 

Federated Co-operatives Ltd. Saskatoon, Saskatchewan Vern Leland, President 

(1928) (306) 244-3311 Wayne Thompson, C.E.O. 

Co-op Atlantic (1927) Moncton, New Brunswick — Sidney Pobihushchy, President 
(506) 858-6000 Eric Dean, C.E.O. 


Interprovincial Co-operatives Ltd. | Saskatoon, Saskatchewan A. K. Sorensen, President 
(1940) (416) 890-5070 Wayne Thompson, C.E.O. 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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A. Introduction 


On the financial side of the co-operative sector, credit unions and caisses populaires have developed a 
strong presence in Canada for the anglophone and the francophone groups respectively. Co-op insurance 
and trust companies are very active in all provinces. They have carved out important niches in their 
respective markets as depicted in the following paragraphs and tables. 


Financial co-operatives (credit unions and caisses populaires) emerged in Canada at the start of the 


century and by 19839, a total of 2,807 had achieved 9.2 million members (35% of population), assets of $67.1 
billion and savings amounting to $59.4 billion. One credit union has assets of nearly $2.1 billion. 


Membership in Credit Unions and Caisses Populaires, (December 31, 1989) 


Province ae ‘Membership (Thousands) - Membership as % of Population 
Newfoundland 36.0 6.3 
Prince Edward Island 38.0 29.1 
Nova Scotia 166.0 18.6 
New Brunswick 215.2 38.1 
Quebec 4418.0 65.6 
Ontario 1 856.4 19.2 
Manitoba 349.7 32.1 
Saskatchewan 570.7 57.0 
Alberta 421.8 Wiz 
British Columbia 1022.1 33.0 
Canada 9 153.9 34.6 


Source: Canadian Co-operative Credit Society (CCCS) 1989 Annual Report 
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B. Credit Unions 


Canadian credit unions have formed provincial central organizations in all provinces except Quebec and 
Newfoundland. They are empowered under provincial legislation to accept deposits of surplus funds from 
affiliated credit unions and to issue loans to meet their requirements. In 1989, they reported nearly 
4.3 million memberships in 1,301 local credit unions, savings of $27.5 billion, loans of $21.2 billion and 


assets of $29.8 billion. 


Canadian Credit Union Statistics, (December 31, 1989) 


Provinces 
- thousands - 
British Columbia 1 022.1 114 
Alberta 421.8 105 
Saskatchewan B10 7 207 
Manitoba 316.7 84 
Ontario 1 636.2 636 
New Brunswick 65.7 33 
Nova Scotia 166.0 95 
Pees: 38.0 10 
Newfoundland 36.0 17 
Canada 4 273.2 1 301 


Source: CCCS Annual Report 1989 
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- number - 

276 
195 
351 
165 
1010 
39 
105 
13 

wat 

2 181 


Members Credit Unions Total Branches S Savings Loans. & Assets 


- million dollars - 


8 466 6 989 9 378 
2 780 1 702 tS 
4574 3114 4 987 
2 584 1 988 2677 
8275 6 695 8 847 
200 Ware 220 
440 340 480 

93 104 123 

135 124 149 
27547 21233 29840 
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Credit Unions 


Name 


Canadian Co-operative 
Credit Society 


British Columbia Central 
Credit Union 


Credit Union Central 
of Alberta 


Credit Union Central 
of Saskatchewan 


Credit Union Central of 
Manitoba 


Credit Union Central 
of Ontario 


Credit Union Central 
of New Brunswick 


Credit Union Central 
of Nova Scotia 


Credit Union Central 
of Prince Edward Island 


Islington, Ontario 
(416) 232-1262 


Vancouver, British Columbia 
(604) 734-2511 


Calgary, Alberta 
(403) 258-5900 


Regina, Saskatchewan 
(306) 566-1200 


Winnipeg, Manitoba 
(204) 985-4700 


Don Mills, Ontario 
(416) 238-9400 


Moncton, New Brunswick 
(506) 857-8184 


Halifax, Nova Scotia 
(902) 453-0680 


Charlottetown, 
Prince Edward Island 
(902) 566-3350 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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Tod Manrell, Chairman 
Brian Downey, C.E.O. 


Wayne A.Nygren, President & 
C.E.O. 

Don Buehler, Chairman/President 
James Scopick, C.E.O. 


Trevor Shepstone, President 
Norm Bromberger, C.E.O. 


Herb Boyce, President 
Malcolm G. Anderson, C.E.O. 


Carl Zawadzki, Chairman 
Jonathan Guss, C.E.O. 


Marj Gwalchmai, President 
Malcolm McKenzie, C.E.O. 


Gerry Wrigley, President 
Robert J. Mowbrey, C.E.O. 


Russell Gallant, President 
Vacant, C.E.O. 
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C. Caisses Populaires 


In Quebec, the Desjardins caisse populaire system has blanketed the province, attracting nearly five million 
memberships, over 30,000 employees and assets of $34.8 billion as of 1989. With 1,339 caisses populaires 
and 304 branches, the Desjardins group exceeds the total number of branches of Canada’s chartered banks 
in the province. They actually hold approximately 34.2% of individual savings on deposit, 30.9% of 
consumer loans, 39.5% of mortgage loans, 23.1% of commercial and industrial loans, and 54.8% of 
agricultural loans. 


Francophone federations of caisses populaires in New Brunswick, Ontario and Manitoba have over 
462,000 additional memberships and assets of nearly $2.5 billion in 167 local caisses populaires. 


Caisses Populaires Statistics, (December 31,1989) 


Province Members Caisses Populaires “Total Locations Savings ‘Loans Assets 
- thousands - - number - - million dollars - 

Manitoba 33.0 20 32 Cia 207, 280 

Ontario 220.3 60 84 125291 008 ss tooo 

Quebec 4 418.0 1 339 1 643 29538 28306 34758 

New Brunswick 209.4 87 87 754 657 823 

Total 4 880.7 1 506 1 846 31815 30188 37 216 


Source: CCCS Annual Report 1989 
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Caisses Populaires 


Confédération des caisses populaires 
et d’économie Desjardins du Québec 


Fédération des caisses populaires 
Desjardins de Québec 


Fédération des caisses populaires 
Desjardins de Montréal et de |’Ouest 
du Québec 


Fédération des caisses populaires 
Desjardins de la Péninsules et des iles 


Fédération des caisses populaires 
Desjardins du Bas Saint-Laurent 


Fédération des caisses populaires 
Desjardins du Saguenay - Lac St.Jean 


Fédération des caisses populaires 
Desjardins de I’Abitibi 


Fédération des caisses populaires 
Desjardins du Centre du Québec 


Fédération des caisses populaires 
Desjardins de Richelieu-Yamaska 


Fédération des caisses populaires 
Desjardins de Lanaudiére 


Fédération des caisses populaires 
Desjardins de |’Estrie 


Fédération des caisses d’économie 
Desjardins 


Fédération des caisses populaires de 
l'Ontario 


Alliance des caisses populaires 
de l'Ontario 


Fédération des caisses populaires 
Acadiennes Ltée 


Fédération des caisses du Manitoba 
Inc. 


“Address — 


Lévis, Quebec 
(418) 835-2992 


Lévis, Quebec 
(418) 835-2581 


Montreal, Quebec 
(514) 281-8666 
Maria, Quebec 
(418) 759-3425 


Rimouski, Quebec 
(418) 723-4794 


St. Jerome, Quebec 
(418) 349-2885 


Amos, Quebec 
(819) 732-8324 


Trois-Riviéres, Quebec 
(819) 374-3594 


St-Hyacinthe, Quebec 
(514) 773-8561 


Joliette, Quebec 
(514) 759-4242 


Sherbrooke, Quebec 
(819) 821-4546 


Montreal, Quebec 
(514) 353-4960 


Ottawa, Ontario 
(613) 237-6830 


North Bay, Ontario 
(705) 474-5634 


Caraquet, New Brunswick 


(506) 727-6565 


St-Boniface, Manitoba 
(204) 237-8988 


Dice 


Claude Béland, President 
Michel Thérien, C.E.O. 


Yvan Caron, President 
Marc Lemieux, C.E.O. 


Jocelyn Proteau, President 
Pierre Barnés, C.E.O 


Raymond Gagné, President 
Réal Rioux, C.E.O. 


Simon Caron, President 
Wesley Hogg, C.E.O. 


Jean-Guy Pilon, President 
J.-E. Bergeron, C.E.O. 


Léonard Robitaille, President 
André Talbot, C.E.O. 


André René, President 
Robert O'Farrell, C.E.O. 


Pierre Lariviére, President 
Michel Latour, C.E.O. 


Michel Roy, President 
P.-R. Charbonneau, C.E.O. 


Roger Roy, President 
Albert Ouellet, C.E.O. 


Robert Routhier, President 
Gilles Lafleur, C.E.O. 


Benoit Martin, President 
Gilles Turgeon, C.E.O. 


Michael Gauthier, President 
Albert Perras, C.E.O. 


Kenneth Johnson, President 
Raymond Gionet, C.E.O. 


Normand Collet, President 
Maurice Therrien, C.E.O. 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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D. Insurance 


The insurance co-operatives are among the largest insurance companies in Canada with the Co-operators, 
Assurance-vie Desjardins, Les coopérants, La SSQ, le Groupe Desjardins and the Cumis Group being 
the most important. The Co-operators is among the largest property and casualty insurers in Canada. 
Altogether insurance co-operatives for 1989 have over $9.3 billion in assets through service to 9 million 
policy holders. 


Canadian Lop PSUS insurance Statistics, Uke 


: as | - Total Assets _ - *Numberof ———s Number of 
Organization me | (3 000) “ polieg Holders... Employees 
The Co-operators Group Ltd. 2 145 505 2 700 000 4 800 
The Cumis Group 327 000 3 000 000 700 
Co-operative Hail Insurance Co. 23 342 79 178 10 
Ltd. 

L’Assurance-Vie Desjardins 2 556 669 729 050 1 260 
SSQ, Mutuelle d’assurance 692 097 1 260 639 500 
groupe 
La Québécoise, Société de 20 000 50 000 30 
secours mutuels 
L’Entraide, Assurance-vie 12 062 39 064 38 
Les Coopérants 3 079 386 172 073 353 
Groupe Promutuel, Fédération 193 000 300 000 900 
de sociétés mutuelles 
d’assurance générale 
Groupe Desjardins, 260 199 469 938 1510 
Assurances générales 
Société d’Assurance des 19 696 200 000 19 
Caisses Populaires Acadiennes 

Total 9 328 956 8 999 942 10 120 


*The same individual may hold more than one policy. 
Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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neil Insurance fecaae Denounce 


Name 


The Co-operators 


. . . * 
Assurance-Vie Desjardins 


Les Coopérants 


La S.S.Q. mutuelle 


d’assurance-groupe 


Groupe Desjardins 


Assurances générales 


The Cumis Group 


oe Address _ 


Guelph, Ontario 
(519) 824-4400 


Lévis, Quebec 
(418) 835-2534 


Montreal, Quebec 
(514) 287-6600 


Sainte-Foy, Quebec 
(418) 651-7000 


Lévis, Quebec 
(418) 835-4324 


Burlington, Ontario 


Vaan McLeod, Chairm 
Joseph Martin, C.E.O. 


Yves Malo, President 
Claude Gravel, C.E.O. 


Paul Dolan, President 


an 


Paul Berthiaume, C.E.O. 


Yves Demers, President 


Leopold Marquis, C.E.O. 


Camille Montpetit, President 


John Harbour, C.E.O 


Larry Purdy, President & C.E.O. 


(416) 632-1221 


* Includes La Sauvegarde since the spring of 1990. 
Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


E. Other Financial 


Co-operative organizations are also active in trust activities. Co-operative Trust Company of Canada and 
Fiducie Desjardins are owned by anglophone co-operatives and credit unions and the Desjardins group 
respectively. They offer a wide range of investment and trust company services and provide long term 
mortgage and personal estate management from offices across the country. 


Trust shite edledit Statistics, 1989 


Assets : Capital & Share | Net Provinces 
Under Guaranteed Capitalin Guaranteed Earnings of 
Coane Admin. Trust Assets Reserve investments (Loss) Operation Employees 


($000) ($000) ($’000) ($000) ($’000) 
Co-op 5 100 000 862 895 37 523 838 000 1825 Atlantic, 230 
Trust Co. Ont., 
of Canada Man.Sask. 
(1952) Alta., B.C. 
Fiducie 16 630 000 1 715 000 97 000 1 606 403 (1216) Que. 563 
Desjardins 
(1988) 
Total 21 730 000 2577895 134523 2 444 403 609 793 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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The Société d’Investissement Desjardins is a corporation formed by the Conféderation des caisses 
populaires et d’économie Desjardins, the federation and institution members of the Desjardins movement 
to play a role in the Quebec economy through the ownership of a significant amount of shares in a wide 
range of companies. Since its beginning, the Société concentrated their activities in four specific sectors; 
i.e. agri-food business with Culinar Inc. and Le Group Resto Inc., transport activities with Corporation 
Provost Ltée., corporation de Gestion la Vérendrye and Nordair Ltée., manufacturing activities with 
Canam Manac Inc. and chemical industry with Sico Inc. 


Two other specialized financial co-operatives are active in Canada; Canadian Co-operative Agricultural 
Financial Services provides loans in Ontario, and to Western farmers mainly for buying large machinery 
from Canadian Co-operative Implements Limited; and the Canadian Co-operative Leasing Services which 
leases facilities and equipment to co-op organizations. 


Major Trust Co-operatives 


Name Address =—_—sCOOffficers eS 

Co-op Trust Company of Saskatoon , Saskatchewan L. Robert McVeigh, Pres. 

Canada (306) 244-1900 Edward J. Gebert, C.E.O. 

Fiducie Desjardins Montréal, Québec Raymond A. Reid, Pres. and 
(514) 286-5834 C.E.O. 


SS a ee ee eee 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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Section V 
Housing Co-operatives 
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Sa Ss | et <a) pga A om 


Housing Co-operatives 


Starting in the 1930s, co-operative efforts to provide Canadians with good housing began with building 
co-operatives (sweat equity) where individuals worked together to build each others’ homes, purchase 
materials and supplies as a group, but assumed individual ownership upon completion. This form of 
co-operative was most popular during the 1950’s and 1960’s. 


In the mid-1960’s the continuing co-op model started and gradually developed to become, with support 
of the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) and some provincial government programs, 
the strong movement that we know today. As co-operative housing gained momentum, it was evident that 
a national organization was needed to promote co-operative housing and thus the Co-operative Housing 
Foundation of Canada (CHF) was founded in March, 1968 by the CLC, the CUC and the Canadian Union 
of Students. The name was chaged to the Co-operative Housing Federation of Canada at the 1989 annual 
meeting. 


Amendment to the National Housing Act came about in 1973 after intensive lobbying by CHF and other 
organizations. It provided for start-up funding to help a co-operative get going, a reduced mortgage rate 
from Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, mortgages for 100% of project cost, a longer mortgage 
repayment period, a 10% capital grant and rent supplements for low income members. In 1979, CMHC 
guaranteed housing co-operative mortgages in the private market and the Co-operative Trust Company 
of Canada became the lead lender for housing co-operative projects, seeking financing from the co-opera- 
tive sector. 


In the past few years, resource groups have formed at both the provincial and municipal levels to assist 
new housing co-operatives in the development process and work with existing ones on items of mutual 
concern. 


The Co-operative Housing Federation of Canada is located in Ottawa and its main officers are - 
Marcel Lefebvre, President and Alexandra Wilson, C.E.O. 


In 1986, through negotiations with CMHC, indexed-linked mortgages (ILM) were made available to 
housing co-operatives. An ILM, in this case, is a mortgage instrument with an interest rate tied to the 
national consumer price index (CPI) and is adjusted annually to reflect changes in the CPI. 


By December 1990 there were 1,387 housing co-operatives, providing more than 57,000 occupied housing 
units. Another 183 incorporated co-operatives had 6,970 units under construction or renovation and more 
than 7,500 units in various stages of planning. These co-operatives represent a book value of over 
$2.2 billion and have created 500 permanent full-time jobs. The construction of housing co-operatives has 
generated 60,000 person years of employment. 
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Canadian Directory of Non-Profit Housing Co-operatives Statistics, 
(December 1990) 


Occupied UnderDev't Planning = TOTALS | CHF Members’ 


Co-ops/Units Co-ops/Units Co-ops/Units Co-ops/Units _Co-ops/Units _ 


Housing Co-ops 


Newfoundland 24 404 1 20 1 22 26 446 21 371 
Nova Scotia 90 1 868 4 68 6 106; 100 2 042 46 1121 
New Brunswick 18 695 3 62 0 0 21 (tev 19 613 
RE 10 145 2 14 0 0 2 159 6 120 
Quebec* 609 13000} 116 2135} 256 4836} 981 19971 0 0 
Ontario 305 22 385) 1395 73 781 33 1763) 377 27929} 293 22542 
Manitoba 26 2 256 Ye 76 4 111 32 2 443 9 854 
Saskatchewan 18 863 1 12 2 63 21 938 11 567 
Alberta 53 2412 J art 1 43 59 2 726 38 2 162 
B.C. PAG AALS 9 519 12 604; 240 12900 oF, 5 238 
Yukon 0 0 1 iz 0 0 1 12 1 12 
N.W.T. 4 150 0 0 0 0 4 150 a 150 


Canada 1376 55955| 183 6970! 315 7548] 1874 70473 547 33750 
Other 


Mobile Homes 2 279 0 0 0 0 2 279 1 11% 
Floating Homes 1 60 0 0 0 0 1 60 0 0 
Student Co-ops 8 998 0 0 0 0 8 998 1 146 

Total 1387 57292 183 6970 315 7548 1885 71810 549 34013 


* All Five Regional Federations of Housing Co-operatives in Quebec are CHF members. 
Source: Co-operative Housing Federation of Canada 
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Section VI 
Fishing Co-operatives 
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Fishing Co-operatives 


The fisheries in Atlantic Canada have been going through a very difficult period. The reduction in quotas 
caused by the depletion of groundfish stocks have resulted in many plant closures and a substantial 
reduction in employment within the harvesting and processing sectors. Despite the reduced landings, there 
has been weakness in demand and prices because of the influx of farmed shrimp, salmon, trout, catfish 
and scallops, and increased importations by traditional markets for Canadian products of previously 
little-used species from many areas of the world. This combination of factors has eroded financial margins 
for most processors. 


The co-operatives involved in the Atlantic fisheries, although not spared from the downturn in the industry, 
managed to survive it rather well in spite of the loss of their central marketing agency, United Maritime 
Fishermen (UMF), in early 1988 when it was forced into receivership. In the interim, a number of the 
larger co-operatives have been working diligently to restructure a coordinating agency to ultimately 
replace UMF. They have incorporated Atlantic Fish Co-operative Limited (AFCO) and, with financial 
assistance from the federal and provincial governments, hired consultants to determine what type of 
coordinating structure would be most effective to meet the challenges of the future. 


On the west coast, Prince Rupert Fishermen’s Co-op Association, the largest fishermen’s co-operative in 
Canada, continues to provide an effective processing and marketing service to its members, but it has also 
gone through a most difficult period. Loss of volume as a result of direct deliveries to U.S. ports, weaker 
demand and prices for traditional products, and losses incurred from their own salmon and trout farm 
seriously eroded their operating margin and liquidity. Measures were immediately taken to eliminate the 
major contributors to losses, to increase productivity throughout, and to regain an acceptable level of 
liquidity, and results have been positive. 


SU EEN of nea no EOP CISuveS HePSieDg in SAUTE 1989 


ae West & Ontario = Quebec_~—_ Atlantic Canada 
Number of Co-operatives oe 3 26 61 
Active Membership 1 696 260 4 996 6 952 
Full-time Employees 130 22 302 452 
Part-time Employees 595 - 1 303 1 898 
Salaries & Wages (Million $) 8.3 0.5 iene 24.5 
Volume of Business (Million $) 75.6 2.9 106.3 184.8 
Assets (Million $) 45.9 3.1 41.8 90.8 
Members Equity (Million $) 9.9 0.9 17.3 28.1 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


The many smaller co-operatives involved in the freshwater fishery of the Prairie provinces and the 
Northwest Territories, which use the facilities of the Canadian Freshwater Fish Corporation, were not 
affected to any great degree by the most recent downturn which has had such a negative impact on all 
other sectors of the industry. Their more limited volume of freshwater species does seem to have a more 
exclusive market which is not as susceptible to competitive pressures. 
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Since the demise of Pécheurs-Unis du Québec in 1983, the co-operative presence in the provincial fisheries 
has been substantially reduced. A number of relatively small fishery co-operatives remain. Purdel , an 
agricultural co-operative with a fishery division since it purchased the assets of Pécheris Cartier in 1986, 
has become a substantial processor of northern shrimp. Purdel and most other processors in Quebec, both 
co-operative and private, have established a consortium for joint promotion and marketing of their 
combined production. 


Fish and Fish Products Sold oy all pected als penersoe in Canada, 1989 


ee - million dollars - = 


West 70.6 


Quebec 11.1 
Atlantic 87.0 
Canada 168.7 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Major Fishing Co-operatives 


‘Name/Year of Incorporation SS Address - ae . ee : ee ; - Officers 
Prince Rupert Fishermen’s Prince Rupert, British Columbia meee ines president 
Co-op Association (1939) (604) 624-2146 L. Paddy Greene, GEO 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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Section VII 


Energy: 
A. Co-enerco 
B. Consumer Refineries 
C. Electricity and Gas 
Distribution Co-operatives 
D. Petroleum Distribution 
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A. Co-enerco 


Co-enerco is a Canadian owned, intermediate sized oil and gas company active in the exploration for and 
production of oil, natural gas and natural gas liquids. Incorporated under the Co-operative Energy Act 
in July of 1982, Co-enerco operates under the Canada Business Corporations Act. Co-enerco is 77 percent 
owned by Co-operative Energy Corporation and the remaining 23 percent is owned by the Canadian 
public. Class A shares are listed for trading on both the Toronto and Alberta Stock Exchanges. In addition 
one million preferred shares were issued to Co-operative Energy Corporation for $25 million. 


The parent, Co-operative Energy Corporation, is a private company owned 50 percent by the federal 
government and SO percent by 20 co-operatives, wheat pools and credit union centrals. This ownership 
results in broad shareholder representation across Canada. The parent company was formed to provide 
the co-operative sector of the Canadian economy with an opportunity to participate more directly in 
Canada’s. energy industry. 


Operating costs in 1990 averaged $3.23 per equivalent barrel compared with $3.94 in 1989. This was 
achieved by strict cost control, high volumes and improved facilities. Production of crude oil and natural 
gas liquids during 1990 averaged 4,752 barrels per day, a 36 percent increase over 1989. Natural gas 
production averaged 20.7 million cubic feet per day compared with 18.9 million for 1989. 


B. Consumers’ Co-operative Refineries Limited 


Started in 1934, the Consumers’ Co-operative Refineries Limited (CCRL) is a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Federated Co-operatives Limited. With a refining capacity of 50,000 barrels of crude oil per day; 
delivery of all products from the refinery during 1989 totalled 2,021,777 m3 (1m3 = 1,000 litres or 6.29 
barrels). 


The Upgrader, a $700 million heavy oil upgrading plant linked to Consumer Co-operative Refineries Ltd. 
was approved in 1983 to equip and modernize CCRL’s conventional Refinery to handle heavy oil. The 
Upgrader is owned and controlled by Federated Co-operatives Limited and the Saskatchewan Govern- 
ment on a 50-50 basis. The plant, initiated by Federated Co-operatives Ltd. and financially supported by 
loan guarantees and equity financing by the federal and Saskatchewan governments, will produce 50,000 
barrels of upgraded oil daily. Construction of the Upgrader/Refinery complex was completed on time and 
within budget in October, 1988 with production starting early in the 1989 fiscal year. 


Canada is a net importer of crude and is dependent on off shore reserves. Canada can, and will be, more 
energy self-sufficient with the Uprader in operation, as Saskatchewan’s huge reserves of heavy oil, 
estimated at 18-25 billion barrels, will be put in use. The labour involved in this mega project is very 
significant at over 8 million hours. Nearly 2,500 people as at March 1988 were employed at the site, an 
area of some 400 acres. After completion 1,000 jobs in the oil fields will be created to supply the crude, 
plus spin-offs to other industries, and at the refinery 152 permanent new jobs will be created. 


C. Electricity and Gas Distribution Co-operatives 


Electricity and gas distribution co-operatives operate almost exclusively in the rural areas of Alberta. Rural 
electrification, which was considered a very costly proposition because of the sparseness of population, 
was undertaken in the postwar era with government incentives through the medium of co-operation. 
Co-operatives were organized among the farmers on a community basis. As each co-operative reached 
the requisite size it would contract with the utility in the area to build and maintain power lines and provide 
the power. The power company would bill the co-operative for the construction at cost and the co-opera- 
tive, with access to long term government guaranteed loans, would pay and then collect from its members 
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under contract over a period of years and repay the loans. Within a decade or so these co-operatives came 
to account for about 90 percent of the electricity supplied to Alberta’s farmers. 


In recent years, however, most of these associations have reached the point where their aging facilities 
have to be replaced, which entails another round of large capital investment. Rather than do this in an era 
of relatively high interest rates and economic uncertainties many associations have opted to sell their assets 
and attendant headaches and responsibilities to the power companies. 


In 1989, 183 electricity co-operatives supplied 54,977 members, and had a volume of business of $48.8 
million. 


In accordance with the Rural Gas Policy outlined in the Legislature in 1973, natural gas co-ops are 


gradually supplying the rural areas of Alberta. The gas lines have extended throughout the province. In 
1989, 46,229 members were served by 69 co-operatives with a volume of business of $41.2 million. 


D. Petroleum Distribution 


United Farmers of Alberta Co-operative Limited (UFA) was originally formed in 1909 as an educational 
institution with locals throughout Alberta. In 1918 it entered into commercial activity and since then has 
played an important role in the growth of agriculture in that province. Petroleum products are marketed 
to the 72,000 members through the 124 distribution points by UFA’s petroleum agents and member 
associations. This represents their main activity with sales of $224.0 million in 1989. In the same year farm 
supply sales through the 29 farm supply centres totalled $121.1 million. 


Federated, United Co-operatives of Ontario, Coopérative Fédérée de Québec and Co-op Atlantic all 


count petroleum distribution as an integral part of their retailing operations. UCO is experimenting with 
the use of corn-based ethanol in some of its gas. 
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Section VIII 


Production Co-operatives: 


A. 


B. 
G 
D 
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Agricultural Production 
Co-operatives 

Native / Artisan Co-operatives 
Forestry Co-operatives 
Workers Co-operatives 
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A. Agricultural Production Co-operatives 


Co-operatives under this classification operate in the field of artificial breeding, grazing, forage produc- 
tion, feeder cattle and livestock feedlots. Their operations are concentrated in Alberta. 


Summary of Agricultural Production Co-operatives 
Reporting in Canada, 1989 


eon Gus anes 
Number of Co-operatives 245 — 17 262 
Active Membership 9 816 - 256 10 072 
Full-time Employees 322 - 23 345 
Part-time Employees 445 - 11 456 
Salaries & Wages (Million $) 10.9 ~ 0.4 11.3 
Volume of Business (Million $) 176.2 - 1:2 177.4 
Assets (Million $) 115.9 _ 0.6 116.5 
Members Equity (Million $) 12.4 - 0.2 12.6 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Co-op farms operate primarily in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, and to a lesser degree in other 
provinces, producing grains, oilseeds, livestock, poultry, milk, etc. 


Farm machinery co-operatives are most common in Saskatchewan and Alberta. 


Forestry and worker (production) co-ops are not included here. They can be found under their own section 
(see parts C & D). 
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B. Native / Artisan Co-operatives 


As retail trade has come to be dominated more and more by chains, often foreign-owned, craft workers 
have found it difficult to market their wares. In many parts of the country they have formed their own 
marketing outlets, often organized as co-operatives. These may be local shops, set up by a variety of craft 
workers, or an association of those specializing in a particular type of craft, or a cultural community like 
native people. 


Co-operatives were introduced to the native people of the North in 1959 with the assistance of the federal 
government. There are now 34 active co-operatives in the Northwest Territories and 11 in northern 
Quebec. In addition to serving the commercial needs of the people in the North, they have proved to be 
a valuable educational tool and a creator of employment. Some 3,000 staff have received business 
experience and training, while countless northern native people have received political training and 
experience as board members of northern co-operatives. Wages paid by the co-ops in 1985 totalled $3.8 
million, making the co-operatives second only to government as a supplier of jobs. More than 80 percent 
of all northern native people over the age of 25 are co-op members. 


Recently two co-operative federations have been developed in the North to serve as centrals to the local 
co-ops. Arctic Co-operatives Ltd. was formed in 1982 by the merger of Canadian Arctic Co-operative 
Federation and Canadian Arctic Producers. The new organization purchases supplies for its 34 member 
co-operatives and also markets the goods they produce. The Fédération des Coopératives du Nouveau- 
Québec performs similar functions for the northern co-operatives in Quebec. 


Major Native Co-operatives 


Name/Year of Incorporation Address ee ~ Officers | S 
Arctic Co-operatives Ltd. (1982) Winnipeg, Manitoba Bill Lyall, President 
(204) 786-4481 Patrick Moore, C.E.O. 
Fédération des coopératives Ville St-Laurent, Québec Eli Elijasiapik, President 
du Nouveau-Québec (1967) (514) 457-9371 Peter Murdoch, C.E.O. 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Page 56 Canadian Co-operatives 


C. Forestry Co-operatives 


Forty-eight wood producing co-operatives, all in Quebec and the Atlantic, provide work to 4,062 members. 
Business volume for 1989 totalled $152.7 million. They are mainly involved in wood cutting. 


Forestry Co-operatives Reporting in Canada, 1989 


SEI Sa he Quebec : ~ Maritimes Canada 
Number of Co-operatives 41 ye 48 
Active Membership 3 142 920 4 062 
Full-time Employees 3 142 26 3 168 
Part-time Employees -- 119 119 
Salaries & Wages (Million $) icy | 0.8 73.9 
Volume of Business (Million $) 136.0 16.7 152% 
Assets (Million $) 66.5 1:3 67.8 
Members’ Equity (Million $) 26.8 0.6 27.4 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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D. Workers Co-operatives 


Worker co-operatives are becoming more and more common in Canada, and are well established. Harpell 
Co-operative Printers was incorporated in 1946 near Montreal, and is now the largest worker co-operative 
in Quebec. Richmond Plywood, near Vancouver, dates back to the mid-1950’s; it has about 300 workers, 
almost all of whom are shareholders in the company and all worker-owners get the same wage, and work 
rules equalize opportunities for overtime work. 


Dozens of other, newer, and generally smaller co-operatives are known. The Conservation Workers 
Co-operative was formed in 1981 in Saskatoon. It is a construction co-operative that specializes in energy 
and heat efficient homes. Based in Guysborough County Nova Scotia, the Mulgrave Road Co-op Theatre 
Company provides entertainment throughout the maritimes. Vancouver’s Collective Resources and 
Services Worker Co-operative operates a bakery and wholesales health foods; with annual sales of more 
than $2 million, it is one of Canada’s larger worker co-operatives. These examples only suggest the variety 
and range of worker co-operatives. 


Worker co-operatives are equally varied in organization. Many are incorporated as co-operatives, but 
some, such as Richmond Plywood, are not, because the existing co-operative legislation is often not suited 
to worker co-operatives. Some, like Coactco, a construction and renovation co-operative in Ottawa, makes 
extensive use of volunteers on their board to provide additional expertise. Others, such as Clarion, involve 
volunteers in the productive work of the co-operative. 


Generally, worker co-operatives are not well capitalized, and find it difficult to obtain the financing they 
need from conventional financial institutions. Larger worker co-operatives often have a well-developed 
management structure; smaller ones often operate as collectives with all members participating in decision 
making. 


Most of these worker co-operatives have been formed in the past few years, and some are the result of 
government job creation projects. The rapidly rising interest in worker co-operatives reflects both the 
tremendous need for jobs and the increasing interest of better educated and more politically conscious 
people to have more control over their jobs. 


Summary of Worker Co-operatives (Excluding Forestry) 
Reporting in Canada, 1989 


Number 105 
Active Membership 2 348 
Full-time Employees 834 
Part-time Employees 202 
Salaries & Wages (Million $) 28.4 
Volume of Business 80.6 
Assets 34.5 
Members’ Equity 11.6 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 
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Following the Federal/Provincial/Territorial Conference of Ministers responsible for co-operatives that 
was held in Halifax in June 1988, the participants formed a committee on workers’ co-operatives that 
submitted their report in January 1989. The report proposed a National Strategy for the Development of 
Workers’ Co-operatives which recommended three tiers for implementation: 


* First Tier - Provide equality of treatment 
* Second Tier - Provide equality of opportunity 


* Third Tier - Provide positive encouragement 


During the conference held in Montreal in October 1989, most of the provinces decided to work toward 
the implementation of the second and third tiers. 
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Section IX 
Service Co-operatives: 


Health Co-operatives 
Childcare Co-operatives 
Agricultural Co-operatives 
Sundry 
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A. Health Co-operatives 


Medical co-operatives play an important part in the lives of many communities across Canada. These 
co-operatives are designed to provide health insurance or direct medical services to members. In British 
Columbia, for example, one in five residents have health care insurance with CU&C Health Services. This 
organization provides dental, extended health, wage indemnity, and prepaid prescription benefits to 
subscribers. In Saskatchewan several medical co-operatives have grown as a result of the 1962 doctors’ 
strike in that province. Though few in number, such co-operative health clinics also exist in Manitoba and 
Atlantic Canada. 


At their 1989 conference in Montreal, federal / provincial ministers responsible for co-operatives re- 
quested, after discussion with sector representatives, research into the effectiveness of co-op / consumer 
sponsored health care delivery systems, as a follow-up to recommendations contained in the 1984 Report 
of the National Task Force on Co-operative Development. 


The study process was managed by a federal / provincial / co-operative coordinating committee which 
selected a team of consultants from Queen’s University and the University of Ottawa. The report’, 
completed by30 June 1990, was reviewed by federal / provincial / co-operative officials from the sponsoring 
groups prior to its consideration in Winnipeg by the Ministers at their 1990 Conference. 


In 1989, nine health co-operatives reported to the annual survey of Canadian co-operatives. With 227,823 


active memberships, they owned assets of $29.0 million, handled a volume of business of $126.2 million 
and employed more than 210 people. 


Major Health Co-operatives 


Name/Year of Incorporation Address Officers 

C.U.& C. Health Services Vancouver, British Columbia. | John Fitzpatrick, President 

Society (1946) (604) 879-5711 Bob Bucher, General Manager 

Co-op Health Centre (1962) Prince Albert, Saskatchewan Wayne Pearson, President 
(306) 763-6464 Stan Rice, C.E.O. 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


* “Co-op / Consumer Sponsored Health Care Delivery Effectiveness” 
Douglas E. Angus, & Dr. Pran Manga 


B. Childcare Co-operatives 
There are two major types of child care co-operative: day care and nursery schools. 


Day care co-operatives are formed by parents to provide day-time care for the children of working parents. 
The parents form the board and pay fees and the co-operative hires trained staff to look after the children. 
In most co-ops, a measure of parental involvement is required but as this is difficult during the day it usually 
takes the form of participation in the administration, maintenance and provision of equipment. 


Nursery schools are formed with the emphasis on education and social interaction, as well as providing 
parents some time for other pursuits. They provide a variety of schedules usually organized by professional 
staff employed by the parents and assisted by parents on a rota basis. They are generally organized by 
parents with children of a similar age and therefore have a relatively high turnover in membership. 
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Child care has been one of the most rapidly developing forms of co-operative activity during the past 
decade. In 1989 there were 352 day care/nursery co-ops reporting with over 21,000 members and a volume 
of business of $24.0 million, most of which was for salaries and wages totalling $16.6 million. 


Except to the extent that some supportive assistance is available from provincial governments, full-time 
day care co-operatives have no specific federation or centrals to provide assistance in planning, training, 
bulk purchasing, etc. A well organized program to support day care co-operatives would likely provide 
significant dividends. 


Nursery schools tend to be better organized in this respect, forming regional associations, some of which 


are in turn affiliated to Parents Pre-school Co-operative International, resulting in the development of 
excellent resource networks. 


C. Agricultural Co-operatives 


The most important group of agricultural service co-operatives are the seed cleaning co-operatives 
operating mainly in Alberta and Saskatchewan. In 1989, some 64 seed cleaning co-operatives reported, 
having 40,279 member producers and a business volume of $15.6 million and $25.6 million in assets. 


Farmers’ markets are becoming popular, particularly in Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Prince Edward 
Island. In those three provinces alone, the number exceeded seventy (70) in 1989. Because the vendors 
only pay a fee to the co-operative and do not necessarily report their sales to it, exact total volume figures 
are not available. In 1989, the 39 markets that reported had a membership exceeding 2,900 vendors and 
their sales were estimated to be in excess of $5.0 million. 


D. Sundry 


Miscellaneous co-operatives are also found in many other community and economic areas of activity such 
as burial services, transportation, waterworks, communication, recreation, etc. 


This group represents 677 co-ops with more than 203,000 members, a volume of business of $195.3 million, 
assets of $199 million, members equity of $77.7 million and salaries of $59.0 million. 
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Section X 
Education and Training 
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Education and Training 


St. Francis Xavier University in Antigonish, Nova Scotia, was the pioneer in the field of co-operative 
education. It has been serving the needs of Atlantic co-operators for almost 60 years. In 1960, the University 
set up the Coady International Institute to train students from abroad. 


The Education and Development Dept. of C.C.A. coordinates training programs for managers and 
directors of co-operatives, operating on a national basis, out of Ottawa, Ontario. The Dept. now offers 
courses suited to specific regions, with regional advisory committees providing direction, and administers 
the Canadian Credit Union Institute on behalf of the credit unions. The Institute provides leadership 
training for managers of financial co-operatives. 


The Institut de recherche et d’enseignement sur les coopératives (IRECUS) at the University of 
Sherbrooke, set up in 1976, provides an academic, rather than a training, program in co-operation, which 
encompasses economics, sociology, management and several other subjects. 


L’'Institut Coopératif Desjardins was established by La Confédération des caisses populaires et 
d’économie Desjardins to train employees and directors of Quebec co-operatives in the various manage- 
ment skills required of co-op personnel. Early in 1980, the mission of the Institute was modified and since 
that time it provides and manages facilities for short term or long term training sessions, rooms, restaurants, 
boardrooms, meeting rooms and equipment. 


L’Ecole des Hautes Etudes Commerciales in Montreal, the largest graduate business school in Canada, 
provides courses in co-operative management and has one of the largest resource centres in co-operative 
literature. 


York University, Toronto and University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon each offer courses relating to 
co-operative management, the latter in conjunction with the University’s Centre for the Study of Co-opera- 
tives. The Centre was established in 1984 with assistance from both the provincial government and the 
co-op sector, and its funding from the co-operative sector and the university has been confirmed for at 
least the next five years. 


Agriculture Canada’s Co-operative Section developed, between 1977 and 1983, a computerized informa- 
tion system related to co-operatives in Canada, and around the world, known as COINS. The system was 
carried by AGRICOLA, the computerized information systems of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
In late 1983, once the implementation was completed, COINS was transferred to the library of L’Ecole 
des Hautes Etudes Commerciales, Université de Montréal. 


The Association of Co-operative Educators (ACE), first established in 1965, brings together trainers and 
educators of regional co-operatives, academics and associated government personnel from Canada, the 
USS. and the Caribbean at an annual institute to study changing patterns and innovative training concepts. 


The Canadian Association for Studies in Co-operation (CASC), which was formed in 1982, brings together 
academics to study and discuss recently published papers, articles and books; and to examine various 
co-operative initiatives of a sustained or developmental nature throughout the world. 
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Section XI 
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A. Introduction 

Cannnn nnn ncc cnn cncnnc cnn cn cnn cnnnnnnccnccnccceerereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeee re TS 
The federal government and its agencies provide support to co-operatives as well as the private sector in 
areas such as production assistance, economic development, export sales, international development aid, 
etc. However, most governmental aid to co-operatives is equally available to other private sector organiza- 
tions. 


The most recent (April 1, 1987) federal government response to the Canadian co-operative movement’s 
request for a more formalized liaison agency was the establishment of a Co-operatives’ Secretariat. The 
Secretariat, created from the Co-operatives Section of Agriculture Canada, is headed by an Executive 
Director appointed from the co-operative system. The Executive Director works closely with the minister 
who has responsibility for liaison with co-operatives. 


The objective of the Co-operatives’ Secretariat is to focus, on an on-going basis, the federal government’s 
commitment to the co-operative sector, including co-ordinating the development and implementation of 
national policies which best address the diverse nature of co-operatives’ contribution to the economic and 
social growth of the country. The Secretariat’s administrative services are provided by the Grains and 
Oilseed Branch of Agriculture Canada. 


Each province has its own legislation on co-operatives (including credit unions and caisses populaires) 
but some of them provide personnel and finances to aid provincial co-operative development and function. 


B. Incorporation and Supervision 


Nearly all Canadian co-operatives are incorporated under provincial authority. Federal co-operative 
legislation did not exist before 1970. A few co-operatives that operate in more than one province were set 
up under the act for private business corporations, or under special acts, during the years before the federal 
co-operative legislation was passed. Some of these have since been reincorporated under the Canada 
Co-operative Associations Act. There are ordinances governing organization of co-operatives in the 
Yukon and Northwest Territories. The degree of supervision and guidance offered to co-ops varies from 
province to province. In some provinces, the only government service to most types of co-operatives is that 
of ensuring that they are properly incorporated and that the correct legal procedures are followed in 
amalgamations and dissolutions. In other provinces, the registrar of co-operative associations has a small 
staff, which assists co-operatives during organization and provides advisory services. The Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Quebec governments have special groups to encourage co-operative development. 


In British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Ontario, Quebec and the Atlantic provinces, the incorpora- 
tion, supervision and development of co-operatives is the responsibility of other government departments. 


There is more supervision of credit unions and caisses populaires. In most provinces each society is 
inspected about once a year to see that the credit union is complying with the acts and by-laws. The 
inspector also looks for unsound management practices and other flaws that may impair the financial 
soundness of the association. 


Canadian co-operatives are generally subject to the same taxes as other business firms. Under the Income 
Tax Act, however, patronage dividends paid by business firms (including co-operatives and credit unions) 
may, subject to certain restrictions, be deducted in computing income for income tax purposes. 
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C. Federal Coordinating Structure 


The federal government, on May 5, 1987 announced the formation of structural changes designed to 
improve the liaison between the Canadian co-operatives and the numerous federal departments and 
agencies with which the co-operatives traditionally interact. 


These changes consisted of the creation of a Co-operatives Secretariat as described in the Introduction; 
an Interdepartmental Committee on Co-operatives; and an advisory group, named by the Minister 
responsible for liaison with the co-operatives, composed of people knowledgeable of the co-operative 
sector. 


Co-operatives Secretariat 
The mandate of the Co-operatives’ Secretariat is to: 
1) be an instrument through which the importance of co-operatives as social and economic develop- 
ment tools is recognized at the federal level; 


2) advise the government on policy matters affecting co-operatives; 


3) advocate and provide support for co-op initiatives within government but not interpose itself between 
co-ops and other departments with which they deal; 


4) assist in arranging funding for joint co-op/government initiatives but not generally develop programs 
independent of the co-op system. 


interdepartmental Committee on Co-operatives 


This group is a policy oriented coordinating group of senior designated officials with relevant federal 
departments and agencies. The individual members are the contact point within their department and are 
responsible for ensuring the two-way flow of information and for providing resources to initiate sub-com- 
mittees to prepare studies on specific problems. 
The functions of the committee are to: 
1) discuss and make recommendations on federal policies and strategies related to the economic, social 
and cultural role of co-operatives in Canada; 


2) coordinate matters related to the co-operative sector within the context of overall government 
policies and strategies; 


3) provide, as individual members, information on their policy decisions and strategies which may affect 
relations with co-operatives; 


4) ensure all concerns of the co-operative sector are addressed expeditiously and in a coherent manner. 
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The Committee is made up of senior officials from the following departments: 


* Agriculture Canada 

* Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency 
* Canada Mortgage and Housing 

* Canadian International Development Agency 
* Consumer and Corporate Affairs 

* Employment and Immigration Canada 
* External Affairs 

* Finance 

* Fisheries and Oceans 

* Forestry 

* Indian and Northern Affairs 

* Industry, Science and Technology 

* National Health and Welfare 

* Secretary of State 

* Treasury Board 


* Western Diversification Office 


Representatives of other departments, such as Statistics Canada, Energy Mines and Resources and 
Communications, will be asked to participate as topics warrant. 


Advisory Committee 


Comprised of senior officials from the co-operative sector representing sectoral and regional interests. 


Functions: 


1) Evaluate, and advise the Minister concerning policies, programs and strategies initiated by the 
federal government which impact on the economic, social and cultural role of co-operatives in 
Canada; 


2) Assess, and advise the Minister concerning policies and strategies initiated by the co-operative sector 
which will request/require action on the part of the federal government; 


3) Suggest, and provide advice, on the initiatives to be taken by the Co-operatives Secretariat in its role 
of coordinator of government/co-operative sector interaction. 


The members were named to the Committee to provide personal views and opinions on issues, not as the 
spokespersons for the organizations of which they are members. All deliberations are confidential to 
encourage frank discussion and the expression of personal views and opinions. 
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D. Federal Departments Dealing with Co-operatives. 


The following federal government departments are currently known to have legislation or policies affecting 
co-operatives. 


Federal Depa n ens micalle with Co-operatives 


Department . ORES SS Ss ~ Agencies with role i in addition t to a that of 
oe ee ee | gepariment ee ee 
Agriculture *Farm Credit en 


*Canadian Dairy Commission 
*Canadian Wheat Board 


Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency 

Central Mortgage & Housing Corp. 

Consumer and Corporate Affairs *Bureau of Competition Policy 

Employment and Immigration 

Energy, Mines and Resources 

External Affairs *Canadian International Development Agency 


Finance *Office of the Superintendent of 
Financial Institutions 


Fisheries & Oceans 
Forestry 
Indian and Northern Affairs 


Industry, Science and Technology *Minister of State for Small Businesses and Tourism 
* Statistics Canada 


Revenue Canada 
Secretary of State 
Supply & Services 


Western Diversification Office 


Source: Co-operatives Secretariat 


Federal government regulation generally tends to relate to the industry and up to now co-operatives have 
been seen as part of that industry. 


Nevertheless, there are exceptions to this general rule. First, several national co-operatives and credit 
unions have been established and as such are regulated under federal legislation, either by the Canadian 
Co-operative Associations Act or Co-operative Credit Union Associations Act. 


Also, there are areas where co-operatives are regulated differently than are non-co-operatives; Taxation 
and Financial Administration Act are the most obvious examples. 
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The federal government departments which have direct relations with the co-operative movement or the 
most significant specific assistance, along with their related programs are outlined below: 


Agriculture Canada: as part of this overall responsibility for setting federal agriculture policies, programs 
and regulations, provides development assistance to the co-operative sector, both directly and indirectly. 
This assistance includes the provision of advice to co-operatives on a variety of issues and the conduct of 
feasibility studies on their behalf. 


Also, co-operatives, as well as other businesses and associations, are eligible for financial assistance for 
projects relating to agri-food sector development and Canadian agricultural products improvement and 
promotion through different programs: 


* Canadian Agrifood Development Initiative (CAFDI) 

* Agricultural Products Co-operative Marketing Act (APCMA) 

* Advance Payment for Crops Act (APCA) 

* Farm Improvement and Marketing Co-operatives Loans Act (FIMCLA). 


Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation: CMHC interfaces with housing co-operatives in several 
ways. First, the Co-operative Housing Program provides mortgage insurance to encourage lenders to 
finance projects under the program. Second, the Community Resource Organization Program provides 
professional and technical assistance to housing groups who are seeking funding under the Co-operative 
Housing Program. Third, the start-up program provides funds to co-op groups to assist in proposal 
development for application to the Co-operative Housing Program. Finally, the Residential Rehabilitation 
Assistance Program provides forgivable loans to co-op housing groups to assist in the rehabilitation of 
existing properties being financed under the Co-operative Housing Program. 


Fisheries and Oceans: While this department does not recognize co-operatives as different entities from 
other fishing organizations, some assistance is provided to co-operatives as part of the overall fishing 
policies and programs. This assistance is provided most significantly in the area of marketing fish and fish 
products. 


Canadian International Development Agency: CIDA provides development assistance directly to the 
co-operative movement through the provision of funds to the Co-operative Development Foundation, 
Société de Développement International Desjardins, the Société coopérative de développement interna- 
tional and the Conseil canadien de la coopération. 


Indian and Northern Affairs: This department has played a significant role in co-operative development 
among Northern and native peoples since the late 1950’s. Co-operative development is provided through 
education, training and funding. In 1977, a five year program entitled the “Co-operative Development 
Program” was started, which provided working capital, operating assistance and human resources 
development to bring stability and operational improvement to native co-operatives in northern Quebec 
and the North West Territories. This program has been renewed for an additional $8 million. 
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E. Provincial Government Structures 


NEWFOUNDLAND 


Ministers Responsible: 


Co-operatives: The Hon. Charles J. Furey 
Minister of Development 


Credit Unions: The Hon. Hubert Kitchen 
Minister of Finance 


Senior Officials Responsible: 


Co-operatives: Brian M. Walsh 
Director, Regional and Community Networks 


Credit Unions: Winston Morris 
Director, Debt Management 


Addresses: 


Co-operatives: 

Department of Development 
P.O. Box 8700 

St. John’s, Newfoundland 
A1B 4J6 


Credit Unions: 
Department of Finance 
P.O. Box 8700 

St. John’s, Newfoundland 
A1B 4J6 


Telephone: Co-operatives: (709) 729-2585 
Credit Unions: (709) 729-6848 


FAX: Co-operatives: (709) 729-7087 
Credit Unions: (709) 729-2070 
Title of Relevant Legislation: 
Co-operative Societies Act (1970) 
Summary of Activities: 
The Co-operative Act, which currently covers both co-operatives and credit unions is administered by the 


Department of Finance. The economic develoment aspect is the responsibility of the new Enterprise 
Newfoundland & Labrador Corporation. 


The province currently sees co-ops as being a useful tool with the overall objective of assisting the 


development of the people of the province by helping them become innovative and self-reliant. Promoting 
“grass roots” development which is people rather than government led. 


ee eee 
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Newfoundland (Cont’d.) 
Policies: 


1) Development: support services to stimulate the development of emerging and existing co-operative 
structures. 


2) Leadership: responding to people’s needs for information and providing advisory and consultative 
services. 


3) Education: identify and coordinate many needs of co-op volunteers, management and employees. 
4) Member Protection: right to examine activities of co-ops. 


5) Legislation: revise and adapt legislation to meet changes in people’s needs and technology. 
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


Ministers Responsible: 


Development: The Hon. Léonce Bernard 
Minister of Community and Cultural Affairs 


Registration & Regulation: | The Hon. Joseph Ghiz 
Minister of Justice 


Senior Officials Responsible: 


Development: Frank Driscoll, 
Manager Co-operative Development 


Registration & Regulation: | Edison Shea, 
Director of Corporations 


Addresses: 


Development: 

Co-operative Development Section 
Department of Community and 
Cultural Affairs 

P.O. Box 2000 

Charlottetown, P.E.I. 

CIA 7N8 


Registration & Regulation: 
Department of Justice 

105 Rochford Street 

Sth Floor, Shaw Building 
Charlottetown, P.E.I. 

C1A 7N8 


Telephone: Development (902) 368-4411 
Registration & Regulation (902) 368-4550 


FAX: Development (902) 368-5544 
Registration & Regulation (902) 368-5283 


Title of Relevant Legislation: 


Co-operative Associations Act (1976) 
Credit Union Act (1990) 


Summary of Activities: 


The province funds the Credit Union League, to provide supervision for Credit Unions, and the 
Co-operative Union to provide supervision of co-operatives. 


Development and educational activities are the responsibility of these two organizations whilst the 
government retains responsibility in the areas of finance and legislation. 
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NOVA SCOTIA 


Ministers Responsible: 


Co-operatives: The Hon. Thomas J. McInnes 
Minister of Industry, Trade, Technology and Small Business Development 


Credit Unions: The Hon. Don McInnes 
Minister of Consumer Affairs and Housing 


Senior Officials Responsible: 


Co-operatives: Fred A. Pierce 
Director of Co-operatives 


Credit Unions: Paul A. LeBlanc 
Director and Registrar of Credit Unions 


Addresses: 


Co-operatives: 

Nova Scotia Department of Industry, Trade, Technology and 
Small Business Development 

P.O. Box 9 

Truro, Nova Scotia 

B2N 5B6 


Credit Unions: 

Nova Scotia Dept. of Consumer Affairs 
5151 Terminal Road, 2nd Floor 

P.O. Box 998 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 

B3J 2X3 


Telephone: Co-ops (902) 893-1595 
Credit Unions (902) 424-6331 


FAX: Co-ops (902) 893-1334 
Credit Unions (902) 424-0533 


Title of Relevant Legislation: 


Co-operative Associations Act (1977) 
Credit Union Act (1978) 


Summary of Activities: 


Co-operatives: The government is committed to the continued success of co-op organizations in the 
province. The objective is to implement and deliver training programs, supply development resource 
materials, and provide advice and assistance which will allow co-ops to enable people to realize their 
economic needs through working together. 


Credit Unions: The primary duties are to enforce the Credit Union Act and Regulations and Credit Union 
by-laws. Perform inspections and/or examinations. The province does not actively promote credit union 
development but is prepared, upon request, to assist any groups interested in forming a credit union. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK 
Minister Responsible: |The Hon. James Lockyer, Q.C. 
Minister of Justice 


Senior Officials Responsible: 


Co-operatives: W. W. (Bill) Church 
Inspector of Co-operatives 


Credit Unions: Donald French 
Registrar of Credit Unions 


Address: 


Department of Justice 

Credit Union & Co-operatives Section 
670 King Street, Room 478 

P.O. Box 6000 

Fredericton, New Brunswick 

E3B 5H1 


Telephone: Co-operatives (506) 453-2315 
Credit Unions (506) 457-4852 
FAX: (506) 453-7474 


Title of Relevant Legislation: 


Co-operative Associations Act (1978) 
Credit Union Federations Act (1974) 
Credit Unions Act (1977) 


Summary of Activities: 


The objective is to develop and deliver training programs, supply development resource materials and 
provide advice and assistance in setting up co-ops and credit unions. 
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QUEBEC 


Ministers Responsible: 


Co-operatives: L’Hon. Gérald Tremblay 
Minister of Industry, Trade and Technology 


Caisses Populaires: L’Hon. Louise Robic 
Minister of State, Finance amd Privatization 


Senior Officials Responsible: 


Co-operatives: Marc Jean, 
Director General, Assistance to Business & Co-op Management Branch 


Caisses Populaires: Jean-Marie Bouchard, 
Inspector General of Financial Institutions 


Addresses: 


Co-operatives: 

Direction des coopératives 
T étage 

710, Place d’Youville 
Québec, Qué. 

G1R 4Y4 


Caisses Populaires: 
Inspecteur général des 
instituions financiéres 
9° étage 

800, Place d’Youville 
Québec, Qué. 

GIR 4Y5 


Telephone: Co-operatives (418) 643-5068 
Caisses Populaires (418) 643-4774 


FAX: Co-operatives (418) 646-6145 
Caisses Populaires (418) 643-4586 


Title of Relevant Legislation: 


Loi sur les coopératives, (1982) 

Loi sur les syndicats coopératifs (1964) 

Loi sur la Société de Développement des coopératives (1984) 

Loi sur les caisses d’épargne et de crédit (1988) 

Loi sur la confédération des caisses populaires et d’économie Desjardins 
du Québec (1971) 

Loi sur l’Inspecteur général des Institutions Financiéres (1982) 
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QUEBEC (Cont’d.) 
Summary of Activities: 


Co-operatives: In 1986 a department was created responsible for co-operatives, with regulatory and 
development functions. In 1983, they moved to the Industry and Trade Department and expanded their 
development role. They are also prepared to assist any group who wants to start a co-operative. 


Société de développement des coopératives: This is a crown agency created in 1975 to support financially 
the creation and development of co-operatives. Since the end of 1984, they provide mainly loan guarantees 
for co-operatives which cannot obtain loans from financial institutions. In 1990 they assisted 41 co-opera- 
tives with a total of $6.5 million in loan guarantees. 


Caisse Populaires: The role of the provincial government is strictly limited to regulation and inspection 
of savings and credit co-ops. The development role is left within the co-operative system. 
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ONTARIO 
Minister Responsible: The Hon. Brian Charlton 
Minister of Financial Institutions 


Senior Officials Responsible: 


Co-operatives: Ron Diaz 
Acting Director of Co-operatives 


Credit Unions: Harvey Glower 
Acting Director of Credit Unions 
Address: 


Financial Institutions 

Credit Unions & Co-operative Services 
555 Yonge Street, 6th Floor 

Toronto, Ontario 

M7A 2H6 


Telephone: (416) 326-9300 
FAX: (416) 326-9313 


Title of Relevant Legislation: 


Co-operative Corporations Act (1980) 
Credit Unions & Caisses Populaires Act (1980) 


Summary of Activities: 


The primary responsibility is to monitor organizations, approve new incorporations and administer the 


provisions of the legislation. 
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MANITOBA 
Ministers Responsible: 


Co-operatives: The Hon. Eric Stefanson 
Minister of Industry, Trade & Tourism 


Credit Unions: The Hon. Linda G. McIntosh 
Minister of Consumer & Corporate Affairs 


Senior Officials Responsible: 


Co-operatives: Vic Hryshko, 
Registrar & Director of Co-operative Development 


Credit Unions: Ron Pozernick 
Registrar of Credit Unions and Director of 
Regulatory Branch 

Address: 


Dept. of Co-operative, Consumer & Corporate Affairs 
800 - 215 Garry Street 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3C 3P3 


Telephone: Co-operatives (204) 945-4455 
Credit Unions (204) 945-2771 
FAX: (204) 945-0864 


Title of Relevant Legislation: 


Co-operatives Act (1987) 
Credit Union and Caisses Populaires Act (1986-87) 


Summary of Activities: 


The Department is responsible for assisting in the development of viable co-operative enterprises and 


administration of the legislation. 


The Development Branch is responsible for developing and disseminating information on co-operatives, 
assisting new groups, and helping organizations achieve stability and self-reliance. Provides administrative 
services to the Co-operatives Loan and Loan Guarantee Board’ and liaises with other departments and 


governments. 


The Regulatory Branch administers the legislation, provides a central registry and audit services to 
qualifying co-operatives. Assists with incorporation demands, reviews and assesses Annual Returns, 
performance monitoring, statistics, and filing of Co-operative Securities offering statements. 
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SASKATCHEWAN 


Ministers Responsible: 


Development: The Hon. Grant Schmidt 
Minister of Economic Diversification and Trade 


Registration and Regulation: | The Hon. J. Gary Lane, O.C. 
Minister of Justice 


Senior Officials Responsible: 


Development: Vern Kaisler, 
Director Co-operative Branch 


Registration and Regulation: _ Phil Florey, 
Director of Corporations Branch 


Addresses: 


Development: 

Economic Diversification and Trade 
1919 Saskatchewan Avenue 

Regina, Saskatchewan 

S4P 4H2 


Registration and Regulation: 
Department of Justice 

Room 355, Legislative Building 
Regina, Saskatchewan 

S4S 0B3 


Telephone: Development (306) 787-5796 
Registration and Regulation (306) 787-2970 


FAX: Development (306) 787-3872 
Registration and Regulation (306) 787-8999 
Title of Relevant Legislation: 


Co-operatives Act (1989) 
Credit Union Act (1985) 


Summary of Activities: 
Economic Diversification and Trade: Their role is to promote, develop and assist co-ops in Saskatchewan 
through the provision of developmental, informational, advisory, research, planning and statistical services 


to co-operatives. These services are provided by field personnel throughout the province. 


Justice: Handles the registration and regulation of co-operatives in the province and the administration 
of the Credit Union Act, the Co-operative Act and regulatory compliance. 
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ALBERTA 


Ministers Responsible: 


Co-operatives: The Hon. Dennis L. Anderson 
Minister Consumer and Corporate Affairs 


Credit Unions: The Hon. Dick Johnston 
Provincial Treasurer 


Senior Officials Responsible: 


Co-operatives: Dave Thompson 
Director of Co-operatives and Volunteer Services 


Credit Unions: Glen Malcolm 
Director of Credit Unions 


Addresses: 


Co-operatives: 

Consumer and Corporate Affairs 
19th Floor, Imperial Oil Building 
10025 Jasper Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta 

TSI 3Z5 


Credit Unions: 

Alberta Treasury 

Financial Institutions and Credit Unions 
200 Terrace Building 

9515 - 107 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta 

TSK 2C3 


Telephone: Co-operatives (403) 422-3694 
Credit Unions (403) 427-8507 


FAX: Co-operatives (403) 422-0775 
Credit Unions (403) 420-0752 
Title of Relevant Legislation: 


Co-operative Associations Act (1980) 
Credit Union Act (1989) 


Summary of Activities 
The range of activities in connection with co-operatives and credit unions has varied considerably over 


the past 10 years, peaking in the late seventies with co-op development offices in seven cities. The current 
activities are strictly related to registration and regulation. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Minister Responsible: |The Hon. John Jansen 
Minister of Finance & Corporate Relations 


Senior Officials Responsible: 


Co-operatives: David Boyd 
Registrar of Companies & Superintendent of Co-operatives 


Credit Unions: Robert J. Hobart 
Superintendant of Financial Institutions 


Addresses: 


Co-operatives: 

Ministry of Finance and Corporate Relations 
2nd Floor, 940 Blanshard Street 

Victoria, British Columbia 

V8W 3E6 


Credit Unions: 

Superintendant of Financial Institutions 
1900-1050 West Pender Street 
Vancouver, British Columbia 

V6E 3S7 


Telephone: Co-operatives (604) 356-8658 
Credit Unions (604) 660-2923 


FAX: Co-operatives (604) 387-9422 
Credit Unions (604) 660-3170 
Title of Relevant Legislation: 


Co-operative Associations Act (1979) 
Financial Institutions Act (1989) 
Credit Union Incorporation Act (1989) 


Summary of Activities: 


The primary responsibility is to conduct inspections, monitor each organization and make recommenda- 


tions for changes in legislation. 


Resource File, 1991 


Page 87 


NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
Ministers Responsible: 


Development: The Hon. Gordon Wray 
Minister of Economic Development and Tourism 


Registration & Regulation: The Hon. Michael Ballantyne 
Minister of Justice 


Senior Officials Responsible: 


Development: Peter Allen 
Ass’t Deputy Minister and Supervisor Co-operative Associations 


Registration & Regulation: Gary MacDougall 
Registrar of Co-operative Associations 


Addresses: 


Development: 


Department of Economic Development & Tourism 
Business Services Development 

Northern United Place 

Box 1320 

Yellowknife, Northwest Territories 

X1A 2L9 


Registration & Regulation: 


Department of Justice 

Box 1320 

Yellowknife, Northwest Territories 
X1A 2L9 


Telephone: Development (403) 920-6365 
Registration & Regulation (403) 873-7490 


FAX: Development (403) 920-2756 
Registration & Regulation (403) 873-0243 


Title of Relevant Legislation: 
Co-operative Associations Ordinance (1959) 


Summary of Activities: 


The primary activities are to monitor the Co-operatives, approve new incorporations and administer the 
provisions of the legislation. 
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YUKON 
Minister Responsible: The Hon. Margaret Joe 
Minister of Justice 


Senior Official Responsible: M. Richard Roberts 
Registrar of Co-operative Associations 
Address: 


Yukon Dept. of Justice 

Justice Services Division 

Main Floor 

Yukon Government Administration Building 
Whitehorse, Yukon 

Y1A 2C6 


Telephone: (403) 667-5225 
FAX: (403) 667-3609 


Title of Relevant Legislation: 
Co-operative Associations Act 


Summary of Activities: 


The incorporation of new co-operatives and the administration of the provisions of the legislation. 
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F. National Association of Administrators of Co-operative 
Legislation (NAACL) 


This association consists of representatives from each of the 10 provinces, the Northwest Territories and 
the Federal Government. According to its constitution and by-laws the objectives of NAACL are: 


a) to provide a forum for the free exchange of information, ideas, policies, methods and legislation 
related to co-operatives and credit unions, between government officials responsible for, or 
assisting in the administration of such legislation or with national co-operative and credit union 
organizations; 


b) to encourage more uniformity in co-operative and credit union legislation and administration; 


c) to assist in the development of a climate within which sound development and nurturing of 
co-operatives and credit unions may take place; 


d) to assist in the carrying out of research and in the compiling of such statistical information as may 
be useful to co-operatives and credit unions in all parts of Canada; 


e) to receive and review related reports within the area of responsibility; and, 


f) to recommend revision or amendments to legislation, policy or programming that will strengthen 
co-operative or credit union activity. 


Generally, the Association provides a description of programs and services available to co-operatives and 
credit unions across the country. In addition, the organization provides a publication which indicates the 
co-operative contact person in each member government. The organization meets annually to discuss 
issues which are critical to the co-operative and credit union system. In summary, the role of NAACL at 
this time is to provide a focal point for co-operative and credit union discussions and to disseminate 
information which would be useful. 


Contact: 


NAACL 

c/o Co-operatives Secretariat 
Sir John Carling Building 
10th floor 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0C5 


Telephone: (613) 995-4787 


FAX: (613) 995-3459 


a Dr te 
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Section XII 
National Associations 
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National Associations 


Canadian Co-operative Association (CCA) 


This new national organization was founded September 24, 1987, in Winnipeg, when delegates of the 
Co-operative College of Canada and the Co-operative Union of Canada adopted an amalgamation 
agreement. The Co-operative Union of Canada, founded in 1909, was the national association of 
English-language co-operatives in Canada. It’s membership was made up generally of regional or 
provincial co-operatives which, in turn, are owned by autonomous local co-operatives. The membership 
includes dairy, fisheries, service, housing, health, agricultural marketing, finance, supply and manufactur- 
ing co-operatives. 


CCA’s activities fall into five categories: government relations, coordination of shared member interests, 
leadership in communicating and promoting the activities of the co-operative sector, international liaison 
and representation, international development and the education role previously carried out by the 
Co-operative College of Canada. 


The president is Leroy Larsen, the first vice-president of the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool and the Executive 
Director is Lynden Hillier. Head office is located at: 


Suite 400, 275 Bank Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K2P 2L6 


Tel: (613) 238-6711 
Fax: (613) 567-0658 


Conseil Canadien de la Coopération (CCC) 


More than 2,500 French-language co-operatives, 330 of them outside Quebec, participate in their national 
association, the Conseil canadien de la coopération. Its members are provincial co-operative councils from 
across the country. The CCC, like CCA, is a member of the International Co-operative Alliance (ICA), 
through which it represents the interests of Canada’s co-operative sector on the international scene. 


Yvon Daneau, one of CCC’s representatives at the ICA was elected vice-president of that organization 
during the congress held in Hamburg in 1984. Thus he became the first Canadian to fill such a high position 
in that international organization which has 187 members in 73 individual countries. He was re-elected to 
this position at the Stockholm Congress in 1988. 


CCC conducts the same types of activities as CCA plus the promotion of the use of co-operation for the 
economic development of francophone communities outside Quebec. In 1989, they moved from Lévis to 
Ottawa to develop closer relations with the various federal government departments. 


Maurice Therrien from St. Boniface, is the president and the executive director is Sylvie St Pierre Babin. 
Head office is located at: 


Suite 201, 450 Rideau Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KIN 5Z4 


Tel: (613) 234-5492 
Fax: (613)567-0743 
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Section XIII 
International 


A. International Trade 
B. International Development 
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A. International Trade 


Consumer and supply co-operatives either through their central organization Interprovincial Co-operative 
Ltd.(IPCO), the wholesale co-ops or on an individual basis, import a wide variety of their requirements. 


Baler and binder twine, one of the earliest imports, still holds a major position in Canadian co-operative 
import trade. Coffee, sugar, fruit and fruit juice, vegetables, mushroom and cocoa products are among 
the many items imported for the co-operative consumer market. 


Canadian co-operatives export a broad range of agricultural commodities. Grains, oilseeds, dairy products 
and fruit and vegetables make up the bulk of these export sales. 


Member organizations of CCA, formerly CUC, established a committee in 1986 to supervise the creation, 
within CCA, of a trade intelligence unit. The unit has assembled a computerized information system 
encompassing trade information which had existed within the co-operative system in an uncoordinated 
fashion; and provides access to several national and international computerized trade information 
programs. 


B. International Development 


The Canadian Co-operative Association (CCA), the Société de développement international Desjardins 
(SDID) and the Société coopérative de développement international (SOCODEVI) have worked closely 
with the Canadian co-operative system and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) to 
provide technical and financial assistance in hundreds of co-operative development projects in over 60 
developing countries. 


Co-operative development projects are funded in large part by CIDA. During 1990-91 many development 
agencies found a net reduction in government funding assistance for programming in the developing world, 
largely caused by the tide of world events which resulted in reduced projected increases in official 
Development Assistance spending and increases in international assistance to Eastern Europe. However, 
despite this the CIDA block funding contribution to the co-op development agencies combined with 
bilateral and other programs totalled nearly $23.0 million. 


For information on specific projects, contact the individual agencies, including: 


Société de développment International Desjardins (SDID) 
150 Avenue des Commandeurs 

Lévis, Québec 

G6V 6P8 


Co-operative Development Foundation of Canada 
275 Bank Street, Suit 400 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K2P 2L6 


SOCODEVI 

2500, rue Jean Perrin 
Bureau 210 

Québec, Québec 
G2C 1X1 
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Section XIV 
Co-operatives in the World 
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Co-operatives in the World 


There is probably no country in which there is not some form of co-operative activity in place. Co-opera- 
tives are found in almost every field of social and economic endeavour. Data suggests that aggregate 
increase in co-operative membership continues to exceed population growth. The co-operatives are 
stronger in activities related to agriculture, saving and credit and consumer. 


International Co-operative Alliance (ICA) which is the world apex organization for co-operatives is the 
oldest independent international organization (non-governmental). It was founded in 1896. Canadian 
co-operatives are represented at the ICA by two national organizations: Canadian Co-operative Associa- 
tion for the anglophone co-operatives and the Conseil canadien de la coopération for francophone ones. 
However, not all co-operative movements are represented at the International Co-operative Alliance, 
although its 79 member countries represent more than 674,000 co-operatives and over 670 million 
individual co-operators. 


The breakdown of types of membership, according to the 1988 statistics, is as follows: 


Breakdown of Worldwide Co-operative Membership, 1988 


a Individual members — 


A966 


tees 


- number - ‘000 % ‘000 % 

Consumer 69 296 65 278 129 581 26.0 142 187 23.8 
Credit 204 461 180 488 127 895 20.0 170 236 28.6 
Agricultural 256 392 224 744 66 613 13.0 60 032 10.0 
Housing 69 278 72 726 17 395 3.5 14 058 2.4 
Industrial 53 938 35 159 6 293 es 2 984 0.5 
Fishery 15 467 15 210 2 163 0.5 2019 0.3 
Miscellaneous 71 825 81 092 150 025 30.0 204 830 34.4 

TOTAL 740 656 674 697 499 965 100.0 596 346 100.0 


Source: ICA 1988 Statistics 


In 1990, the ICA has 191 member organizations in 79 individual countries. It also has 8 international 
co-operative organizations in its membership. 


The World Council of Credit Unions (WOCCU) is the international organization of credit unions and 
similar co-operative financial institutions. Its mission is to assist members to organize, expand, improve 
and to integrate credit union and related institutions as effective instruments for the economic and social 
development of people 
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WOCCU: Credit Union World Totals 1989 


Affiliate Area 


ACCOSCA Africa 


ACCU Asia 

AFCUL Australia 
CCCS Canada 
CCCU Caribbean 
COLAC Latin America 
CUNA United States 


Free Standing Leagues 


Desjardins Canada 
Group 


Totals 


Credit Unions 


— number — 


Salo2 
10 901 
347 

1 242 
465 

2 364 
13 690 
958 

1 407 


36 526 


Source: WOCCU Annual Report, 1989 
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— thousands — 


2 343.4 
3 006.0 
2 699.3 
4124.8 
806.1 

4 340.4 
54 501.8 
1 170.6 
4 620.0 


77 612.4 


— million dollars — 
539.7 384.5 462.3 
3 663.5 3 117.3 4091.9 
4955.9 4418.8 5 507.1 
22 204.4 17088.4 24047.1 


584.2 416.2 595.6 
600.0 586.8 858.0 
167 770.0 123531.0 184694.0 
1 137.3 969.2 1 305.4 


30560.5 27610.1 33 410.8 


232 015.5 178 122.3 254972.2 
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INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ORGANIZATIONS LES ORGANISATIONS COOPERATIVES INTERNATIONALES 


Coopérative Fédérée International Federation of 
de Québec Agricultural Producers 


CFQ 


Fédération internationale 
des producteurs agricoles 


Committee for the Promotion 
of Agricultural Co-operation 
COPAC 


Comité pour la promotion de 
la coopération agricole 


International Co-operative 


Conseil canadien 
de la coopération 
ccc 


Alliance 
ICA 
Alliance coopérative 
internationale 


World Council of 


Confédération des 
caisses populaires et 
d’économie Desjardins 


Canadian Co-operative 
Credit Society 
CCccs 


Credit Unions 
WOCCU 
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ANGLOPHONE CO-OPERATIVES IN CANADA 


APEX ORGANIZATION NATIONAL CO-OPERATIVES REGIONAL CO-OPERATIVES PROVINCIAL CO-OPERATIVES LOCAL CO-OPERATIVES 
CANADIAN CO-OPERATIVE 
et CREDIT SOCIETY [7 _sOPROMINGiAL CENTRALS 
CREDIT UNIONS 
UNITED CO-OPERATIVES 
FEDERATED OF ONTARIO 


CO-OPERATIVES LTD. 


CONSUMER 
474 CO-OPS 


UNITED GRAIN GROWERS 
BEEMAID HONEY 


FISH 
ASSOCIATION 


HEALTH 
24 CO-OPS 

THE CO-OPERATORS FEDERATION 

FORESTRY 

52 CO-OPS 
THE CUMIS GROUP 

WORKERS’ 

91 CO-OPS 


CANADIAN WORKER 
CO-OP FEDERATION 


* The unaffiliated co-operatives represent 53% of the non-financial co-op membership and 24% of business volume. 
A dotted line indicates that a percentage of these co-operatives are not affiliated with the apex organization. 


* Les coopératives non-affiliées représentent 53% des membres et 24% du chiffre d'affaires des coopératives non-financiéres. 
Une ligne pointillée indique qu'un pourcentage de ces coopératives ne sont pas affiliées a l'association nationale. 


LES COOPERATIVES ANGLOPHONES AU CANADA 


UNAFFILIATED 
CO-OPERATIVES * 


v6 


SauUaIPeUeD SeAI}eJ9d009 Seq 


LES COOPERATIVES FRANCOPHONES AU CANADA 


ASSOCIATION NATIONALE ASSOCIATIONS PROVINCIALES COOPERATIVES QUEBECOISES 


Coopérants société 
mutuelle 


assurance-vie 
membres: 172 073 


Conseil de la coopération de la 
Saskatchewan 


FRANCOPHONES CO-OPERATIVES IN CANADA 


Conseil de la coopération de 
l'Ontario 
coopératives: 94 
membres: 252 513 


CONSEIL CANADIEN DE LA 
COOPERATION 


Conseil acadien de la coopération 
(Nouveau-Brunswick) 
coopératives: 120 
membres: 279 012 


Conseil de la coopération de 
L'lle-du-Prince-Edouard 


Coopérative fédérée de Société coopérative des 
Québec producteurs de sucre 
coops: 120 d’érable du Québec 
membres: 3 022 


* Les coopératives non-affiliées représentent 72,4% des membres et 16,9% duchiffre d'affaires des coopératives non-financiéres. 
* The unaffiliated co-operatives represent 72.4% of the non-financial co-op membership and 16.9% of business volume. 


Conseil coopératif acadi 


L 
en 
Nouvelle Ecosse 
coopératives: 20 


membres: 18 610 


COOPERATIVES 
NON AFFILIEES* 
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